
Dam 50 bridge over 
Crooked Cr. closing 
until August 15 

   A section of KY 387, also known 
as Dam 50 Road, will close next 
week for construction of a new 
Crooked Creek Bridge, says Ken-
tucky Transportation Cabinet. The 
road will shut down at mile point 
0.77 – about three-quarters of a 
mile east of KY 91 – cutting off 
access to KY 91 for most residents 
along a 3-mile stretch of KY 387 
nearest Dam 50 (Riverview Park). 
The closure is set to begin at 8 
a.m. Monday, March 31. There will 
be no marked detour. Motorists, 
including local farmers and visi-
tors to Riverview Park camp-
ground and boat ramp, will need 
to use Cotton Patch Road and KY 
654 as an alternate route. The 
project, awarded in January 2024, 
was delayed while awaiting deliv-
ery of steel for the bridge sub-
structure. Construction is 
expected to take about 120 work-
ing days. Jim Smith Contracting of 
Grand Rivers is the prime contrac-
tor. Completion is slated for 
around Aug. 15. 
 

US 60 West closing, too 

   Kentucky Transportation Cabinet 
will close a section of US 60 be-
tween Salem and Marion starting 
at 7 a.m. Tuesday, April 1. The 
closure, scheduled to coincide 
with Crittenden County Schools’ 
spring break, will be between KY 
855 and KY 297 in the New Salem 
area. Crews will remove and re-
place a concrete box culvert at the 
1.13-mile marker that carries a 
tributary of Dry Fork Creek be-
neath the highway. Work is ex-
pected to be completed by 5 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 2, weather per-
mitting. 

Hayride rolls Saturday  
The semi-annual Old Kentucky 

Hayride is Saturday night at Fohs 
Hall. Call 270-704-2591 for tick-
ets or more information. Conces-
sions will be available. 

 
UPCOMING MEETINGS 

•Crittenden County Public Li-
brary Board will meet at 5:30 p.m., 
Thursday, March 27 at the library. 

•Crittenden County Fiscal Court 
will meet at 6 p.m., Monday, April 
7 at the county office complex to 
discuss possible creation of a new 
taxing district.
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STAFF REPORT 
One of Marion’s oldest 

businesses is celebrating a 
milestone this spring as 
Johnson’s Furniture and Ap-
pliances marks 75 years of 
service. The longtime family-
run business, which began 
in 1950, has grown and 
evolved while remaining a 
cornerstone of the commu-
nity. 

The company was origi-
nally founded when Nolan 
and Mary Margaret Rohrer 

and James and Margaret 
Johnson purchased the GE 
store from Marion Machine 
Works. Operating as Rohrer 
and Johnson Electric Co., 
the business sold GE appli-
ances and provided electrical 
contracting. Today, John-
son’s Furniture & Appliances 
holds the distinction of being 
the oldest GE dealer in Ken-
tucky. 

In 1951, after acquiring 
Delmar Maye’s Electric Co., 
the business moved to 

Carlisle St., where Farmers 
Bank’s administrative office 
is now located. The following 
year, Rohrer and Johnson 
expanded again, purchasing 
the Boyce Belt Locker Plant, 
Restaurant and Ice Cream 
Business, operating all three 
for more than three years on 
Salem Road.  

In 1955, the business was 
divided, with the Johnsons 
taking over the appliance 
and electrical contracting 
portion, renaming it Johnson 

Electric Co., while the 
Rohrers retained the locker 
plant and restaurant. 

The Johnsons moved their 
business to 117 North Main 
Street, selling GE appliances 
and providing electrical con-
tracting and commercial 
wiring.  

In 1970, the store ex-
panded to accommodate new 
appliance lines and televi-
sions. The addition of a full  

 
See 75 YEARS/page 3 

BY KAYLA MAXFIELD 
PRESS REPORTER 

The wheels of change 
have come full circle for 
Regina Merrick, who has 
been named Crittenden 
County Public Library 
(CCPL) director for the sec-
ond time. 

Merrick returns to the 
post she previously held 
from 2004 to 2017. For the 
last few months she had 
been serving as interim di-
rector, but library trustees 
recently approved making 
her role more pereant. 

Merrick’s return brings a 
wealth of experience and 
enthusiasm to the position. 

“I took a few years off to 
do some other things,” Mer-
rick said. 

A lifelong western Ken-
tucky resident, Merrick has 
dedicated much of her ca-
reer to fostering a love for 
reading and literature. In 
addition to her work in li-
braries, she is an accom-
plished author of 
contemporary romance 

 
See LIBRARY/page 10 

Family Marks 
3 Quarters of 
a Century Here 

Pictured (above from left) is the Johnson Furni-
ture and Appliance crew Jim Johnson, owner; 
Patti Johson Merrill, marketing and sales; Korey 
Mayes, service technician; Amy Johnson, owner; 
Elijah Davis, installation and delivery; Julia 
Davidson, warranty and sales; Jimmy Newland, 
installation and delivery; Reed Minton, installation 
and delivery; Bobby Belt, buyer and sales man-
ager; and Alex Kirby, service and delivery crew 
manager. At right are second generation owners 
Jim and Amy Johnson. 

Celebration centers on customer appreciation

Riverview Park rates 
going up this month 
 
STAFF REPORT 

Beginning immediately, visitors to 
Riverview Park will see higher costs for 
camping and reservation fees following a 
set of rate adjustments approved last 
week by Crittenden County Fiscal Court, 
which owns and operates the facility on 
the Ohio River.  

Judge-Executive Perry Newcom told 
magistrates that the park’s oversight com-
mittee met earlier this month and deter-  

See FEES/page 3  

STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County leaders are con-

sidering a new taxing method to more 
fairly and sustainably fund the 
county’s E-911 dispatch service, po-
tentially replacing the existing $36 an-
nual dwelling fee. 

The dwelling fee, adopted in 2021 
after extensive deliberation, is at-
tached to property tax bills but is not 
classified as a statutory tax. As a re-

sult, it does not apply uniformly across 
the county’s roughly 9,000 parcels. 
That has led to ongoing concerns 
about the fairness and adequacy of the 
funding method. 

At last week’s regular fiscal court 
meeting, an E-911 committee recom-
mended raising the fee from $36 to 
$50 per year – an increase of $1.17 per  

 
See E-911/page 3 

Special meeting planned for April 
to discuss possible new E-911 tax

Local author Regina Merrick has circled back to Crittenden County 
Public Library for a second term as its librarian and she’s already 
rolling out programs with new ideas.

Wheels of change bring 
Merrick back to CCPL
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Deaths
Bleuer

Much like the symbol-
ism of the cardinals she 
adored, Beverly Bleuer 
held a deep faith and 
a belief in 
the prom-
ise of eter-
nal life. She 
passed away 
peacefully on 
T h u r s d a y , 
March 20 at 
the age of 90. 
Bev, a devout 
Seventh Day Adventist, 
grew up in the church 
where she met her hus-
band, Edwin Bleuer. The 
two enjoyed singing to-
gether, with Ed often ac-
companying Bev with the 
whistles of their favorite 
birds. They raised a family 
together, nurturing their 
son, Cam, and daughter, 
Terri, and spoiling their 
grandchildren and later 
great-grandchildren with 
love and adventures.

Later in life, Bev en-
joyed volunteering at 
Crittenden County Ele-
mentary School where 
the children looked for-
ward to seeing “Ms. Bev,” 
likely because of the pink 
mints she always had 
handy. She delighted in 
sharing the stories of the 
students whose lives she 
touched. She also became 
a pro Bingo player, often 
spending her winnings on 
gifts for her great-grand-
children. Bev shared her 
love for God with all and 
especially enjoyed shar-

ing the gospel with chil-
dren in sabbath school.

Surviving are a sister, 
Bunny (Bill) Johnson; a 
brother, Donald (Donna) 
Callahan; a son, Cam-
eron Bleuer, a daughter, 
Terri (Arnold) Hart; 昀ve 
grandchildren, Melora 
(Tom) Potter, Brian (Dan-
ielle) Hart, Nicole Bleuer, 
Jenna Haugen and Bri-
an Hart; and her adored 
great-grandchildren, Sa-
mantha Bleuer, Karsyn 
Potter, Presley Potter, 
Cade Hart, Kyler Hart 
and Raelynn Bleuer.

She was preceded in 
death by her mother, 
Marvel Nelson; and loving 
husband, Edwin Bleuer. 

She will be laid to rest 
at Pilgrims Rest Cemetery 
in Glenville, Minn., next 
to her beloved husband. 
There will be a graveside 
service with family when 
arrangements can be 
made.

We are reminded, 
“Those we love don’t go 
away, they walk beside 
us every day. Unseen, 
unheard, but always 
near, so loved, so missed, 
so very dear. When you 
see a Cardinal, your loved 
one is near!” 

Paid obituary

Shinall
Anna Elaine Shinall, 

76, of Marion, KY passed 
away March 18, 2025, at 
Baptist Health Deaconess 
Madisonville. 

Survivors include her 
husband, Ronald Gar-
rett Shinall, son, Ronald 

Keith Shinall, daughter, 
Rhonda Elaine Shinall, 
grandchildren; Tiera Tay-
lor, Floyd Taylor, Bryson 
Shinall, and Brandon 
Shinall, great grandchil-
dren; Kameron Trae Tay-
lor, Elijah Michael Tay-
lor, Gannon Ray Taylor, 
Dagen Morrison Taylor, 
Gaia Storm Shinall, Yue 
Elaine Shinall, Branson 
Shinall and Beau Shi-
nall, siblings; Carolyn 
Cannon, Dwight Gilland, 
Vernon Gilland, and Paul 
Gilland. 

She was preceded in 
death by her parents Ray 
Woodrow Gilland and Ola 
Mae Scott.

Memorial services will 
be held at a later date, 
Gilbert Funeral Home is 
handling arrangements.

Hicks
Kenneth “Kenny” W. 

Hicks, 77, of Marion, 
died Wednesday, March 
19, 2025 
at Critten-
den County 
Health and 
Rehab. He 
was a mem-
ber of Marion 
General Bap-
tist Church.

Surviving are three 
daughters, Kimberly 
(T.J.) Tabor of Burna, 
Lydawn (John) Moxley of 
Marion and Hazel (Brad) 
Garrett of Sturgis; sev-
en grandchildren, Grace, 
Cory, Heather, Kendra, 
Trenton, Danielle and 
Ethan; 18 great-grand-
children, a brother, Jerry 
Hick;s and several nieces 

and nephews.
He was preceded in 

death by his wife of 50 
years, Mary Linda Hicks, 
his parents; Roy and 
Gladys Hicks; and a son, 
Roy Hicks.

Memorial services were 
Sunday, March 23 at 
Gilbert Funeral Home in 
Marion.

Shelton
Marcy Jean Shelton, 

59, of Marion, died Sun-
day, March 23, 2025 at 
her home.

Surviving are three 
children, Michael (Sar-
ah) Coulbourn, Brian 
(Chelsea) Coulbourn 
and Shirley (Brandon 
Hardesty) Bentley; three 
grandchildren, Andrew, 
Alex and Chyanne; and 
several brothers and sis-
ters.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, 
Lawrence and Sharon 
Heiter; a granddaughter, 
Alyssa;  and a sister, Tari.

Private services will be 
held at a later date.

Gilbert Funeral Home 
is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Community 
Calendar

Call (270) 965-3191 to share 
your organization’s meetings 

in this free, weekly community 
calendar.

Thursday, March 27
• Line dancing begins at 
9:30 a.m., at the Crittenden 
County Senior Center.
• Cooking club meets at 
5:30 p.m. at the Crittenden 
County Extension Annex.
•Time Well Spent will be 
at 6 p.m. at the Crittenden 
County Extension Of昀ce.
• Backyard Poultry meets at 
5:30 p.m. at the Crittenden 
County Lions Club Building.
• Take a Load Off will be 
at 7 p.m. at the Crittenden 
County Extension Of昀ce.

Saturday, March 29
• Super Saturday will be 
at the Crittenden County 
Extension Annex starting at 
9 a.m. with Take a Load Off, 
10:30 a.m. is Green Clean, 
2 p.m. is Conversations in 
Caregiving, then 4 p.m. will 
be Time Well Spent.

Monday, March 31
• WITS Workout will start 
at 1 p.m. at the Crittenden 
County Public Library.

RANCHANDFARMAUCTIONS .COM

LAND
AUCTION

IN COOPERATION WITH WHITETAIL PROPERTIES REAL ESTATE LLC (237494) | Debbie Laux, Ranch & Farm Auctions, Kentucky Broker License # 247145 | Derek Fisher, Whitetail Properties Real Estate, KY Broker License #265593 | Joe Gizdic, 
Director, Ranch & Farm Auctions, 217.299.0332 | Justin Mason, Kentucky Land Specialist for Whitetail Properties Real Estate, LLC, 270.439.8019 | Mark Williams, Kentucky Land Specialist for Whitetail Properties Real Estate, LLC, 270.439.8021 | 

Cody Lowderman, KY Auctioneer, RP 3502Cody Lowderman, KY Auctioneer, RP 3502    

186 AC± | 5 TRACTS 
CALDWELL CO, KY

4/24/25 AT 1 PM
AUCTION HELD AT:

THE VENUE
126 E CARLISLE ST
MARION, KY 42064

IN COOPERATION WITH WHITETAIL PROPERTIES REAL ESTATE, LLC

MARK WILLIAMS, AGENT: 270.439.8021
JUSTIN MASON, AGENT: 270.439.8019

Kentucky Department 
of Fish and Wildlife Re-
sources will conduct 
prescribed burns this 
spring in several area 
counties as part of habi-
tat management efforts.

Controlled burns 
are planned in March 
and April at Livingston 
County WMA, Higgin-
son-Henry and Big 
Rivers WMAs in Union 
County, and Big Riv-
ers WMA in Crittenden 
County.

Of昀cials say the 昀res 
support healthy ecosys-

tems by improving nut and 
fruit production, regener-
ating oak trees, reducing 
invasive plants and cre-
ating open ground space. 
The burns will only occur 
when weather conditions 
are safe, and affected ar-
eas will be clearly marked 
with signs and gates.

Some areas of the WMAs 
may temporarily close 
during the operations. Fire 
crews will remain on-site 
to monitor the burns until 
they are completely extin-
guished.

Controlled burns at area WMAs



STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County magis-

trates unanimously voted at 
their regular monthly meeting 
last week to forgo their recom-
mended 2.9% cost-of-living pay 
increase for the 2026 fiscal 
year, but approved the adjust-
ment for the county attorney, 
assistant county attorney and 
coroner. 

Had they accepted the in-
crease, magistrates’ monthly 
pay would have risen from 
$778.50 to $801.08, bringing 
their annual salary to 
$9,612.96. Magistrate Dave 
Belt suggested his share could 
be directed to the conservation 
district, which testified before 
the court about its need for ad-
ditional funding. 

The motion to forgo the raise 
was made by Matt Grimes and 
seconded by Robert Kirby. It 
passed unanimously. 

The court approved the 2.9% 
increase for County Attorney 
Bart Frazer, whose salary will 
rise from $1,147.68 to 
$1,180.96 per month, or 
$14,171.52 annually. Assis-
tant County Attorney Cobie 
Evans’ pay will increase from 
$203.71 to $209.62 per 
month, totaling $2,515.44 per 
year. 

Coroner Brad Gilbert’s salary 
will increase from $814.85 to 
$838.48 monthly, bringing his 
annual earnings to 
$10,061.76. Deputy Coroner 
Keith Gilbert’s monthly pay 
will rise from $407.43 to 
$419.25, totaling $5,031 per 
year.  

The measure to approve the 
raises passed unanimously. 

 
Conservation District request 

In other business, Critten-
den County Conservation Dis-
trict is requesting additional 
funding in the upcoming 
county budget, which begins 
July 1, citing a significant eco-
nomic impact and the need for 

expanded services. 
During a presentation to the 

Crittenden County Fiscal 
Court, Conservation District 
Chairman Larry Duvall said 
last year’s $739,375 budget 
largely consisted of pass-
through funds for landowners, 
with only $40,000 retained for 
the district’s operations. He 
emphasized that for every dol-
lar allocated by the county, the 
district secured $24 for local 
farmers and landowners, 
marking their highest return to 
date. 

Duvall highlighted past suc-
cesses, including efforts to re-
duce Atrazine contamination 
in the Lake George watershed, 
which once posed a risk of 
shutting down the water plant. 
By compensating landowners 
for switching to alternative 
chemicals, the district helped 
bring contamination levels 
from unsafe to virtually unde-
tectable. 

The district also administers 
Environmental Quality Incen-
tives Program (EQUIP) funds to 
assist farmers with erosion 
control, livestock water 
sources, and other conserva-
tion efforts in programs such 
as the Conservation Steward-
ship and County Ag Invest-
ment programs. However, 
Duvall pointed out that the 
district ranks 113th out of 118 
reporting conservation districts 
in Kentucky in terms of fund-
ing. Compared to surrounding 
counties, Crittenden lags be-
hind Livingston County. All 
other border counties rank well 
ahead of Crittenden, which re-
ceives $30,000 from the fiscal 
court each year to supplement 
its budget. Some districts in 
other counties are funded by a 
special taxing district.  

Duvall requested additional 

funding to increase adminis-
trative support, but did not 
stipulate a precise figure. Cur-
rently, the district’s adminis-
trative secretary, Cindy 
Jenkins, works one day per 
week and sometimes on Satur-
days, but there are hopes to 
expand her role to three days 
per week. She plays a key role 
in grant writing for landown-
ers, while conservation district 
employee Bob Guess writes 
grants and oversees site visits 
to ensure projects meet speci-
fications. 

Fiscal court members did not 
commit to additional funding 
but acknowledged the district’s 
impact. Judge-Executive Perry 
Newcom noted that budget 
preparations are ongoing and 
that the court will evaluate the 
request. Officials also recog-
nized the district’s contribu-
tions, with a recent FEMA visit 
praising the cleanliness of local 
waterways. 

 
Nuisances and Solar Farms 

Magistrates have agreed to 
form two committees to evalu-
ate model ordinances address-
ing solar energy development 
and community nuisances. 

Officials outlined plans to re-
view draft regulations aimed at 
balancing development with 
protections for neighboring 
property owners and the envi-
ronment. 

One committee will study a 
proposed solar ordinance that 
would establish setbacks and 
land-use standards for utility-
scale solar farms, which have 
become increasingly common 
in the region. The draft in-
cludes provisions requiring 
land reclamation once the site 
is no longer used for energy 
production. 

Magistrates Dave Belt and 

Travis Perryman, County At-
torney Bart Frazer, and two 
citizens yet to be named will 
serve on the solar ordinance 
review committee. 

Another committee will take 
a fresh look at a proposed nui-
sance ordinance intended to 
address blighted properties, 
stray animals and unsafe 
farming practices, including 
livestock frequently escaping 
into public roadways. 

Magistrates Scott Belt and 
Matt Grimes were appointed to 
the committee. Sheriff Evan 
Head and County Attorney 
Frazer asked to be among its 
members, too. A citizen mem-
ber will be added to the nui-
sance committee. 

A broad nuisance ordinance 
has been discussed off and on 
for more than two decades in 
Crittenden County, but the fis-
cal court has historically de-
clined to pursue regulations. 
In the 1990s, the county opted 
not to join Marion’s planning 
and zoning district, which 
would have extended regula-
tions up to 5 miles into the 
county. 

 
County resolute on mail issues 

Crittenden County officials 
are raising concerns over wide-
spread mail delays, citing lo-
gistical issues within the U.S. 
Postal Service's regional sort-
ing system. 

During last week’s Critten-
den County Fiscal Court meet-
ing, Judge-Executive Perry 
Newcom acknowledged the 
county’s limited ability to ad-
dress the problem, but empha-
sized that officials are making 
efforts to bring attention to the 
matter. 

“We want to show that we 
are trying to do something 
even though we really cannot 
do anything other than to ask 
that it be looked into,” Newcom 
said. 

Newcom noted that U.S. Rep. 
James Comer has been inves-
tigating the issue, holding 
hearings in Washington with 
postal officials. He explained 
that mail, which was previ-
ously sorted in Paducah or 
Evansville, is now processed in 
Nashville and potentially 
Louisville or Indianapolis, con-
tributing to significant delays. 

“We are finding that when re-
gional service centers did not 
inform Nashville, Indianapolis 
or Louisville that the closings 
were coming, they could not 
prepare,” Newcom said.  

The delays have affected res-
idents, businesses and govern-
ment entities alike. Magistrate 
Dave Belt expressed frustra-
tion over the disruption, say-
ing, “This is why I get my 
Crittenden Press by email 
now,” because by mail it was 
sometimes coming weeks late. 

Crittenden-Livingston Water 
District has also been im-
pacted. Belt also pointed out 
that water bills sent out for 
both counties took nearly two 
months to arrive this winter. 
The USPS initially blamed the 
issue on postcard stock, New-
com said, but officials argue 
the real cause is the shift in 
sorting centers. 

City Administrator Diane 
Ford-Benningfield confirmed 
that city offices are facing sim-
ilar challenges. Fredonia has 
also reported problems with 
utility bill deliveries. 

County officials stressed that 
local postal workers are not re-
sponsible for the delays. 

“This is not our local carri-
ers,” Newcom said. “This is 
merely regional sorting and 
processing issue.” 

The fiscal court unanimously 
approved a resolution calling 
attention to the issue and urg-
ing further action to address 
the delays. 

 

THE CRITTENDEN PRESS, Marion, Kentucky 42064, Thursday, March 27, 2025                                                                                                                                    3

 CRITTENDEN COUNTY FISCAL COURT

  Here is Crittenden County Sheriff Evan Head’s 
monthly activity report for his department. 

                                              January       February 

Collisions Investigated 

Complaints 

Papers Served 

Unsuccessful Service Attempts 

Total Service Attempts 

Transports 

Special Detail 

Training Hours 

Verbal Warning 

Courtesy Notice 

Criminal Citation 

Officer Assist 

Building Checks 

Total Manhours 

Bailiff Court Hours 

Cases Opened 

Felony Arrests 

Followup Investigations 

Misdemeanor Arrests 

Motorist Assists 

DUIs 

Traffic Citations 

General Policing 

Call for Service 

Vehicle Inspections 
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1 

1 
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20 
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7.6 
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5.5 
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4.3 

58.7 

41.1 

24.4 

— 

17.7 

5.7 

50.6 

86.7 

86.7 

8.0 

8.8 

29.3 

10 

8.3 

2.5 

14.1 

156 

22.6 

—

                    2024 
     Feb.     Mo.Avg.

FEES 
Continued from page 1 

mined that based on inflationary pressures on its 
budget, a cost adjustment was needed to meet fi-
nancial needs and to bring the fees more into line 
with other campgrounds around the region. 

Newcom said the camping rates have not seen an 
increase in many years. The committee presented 
its request to magistrates who approved the new 
price plan. 

Changes include increases for overnight RV 
camping, reservation fees, credit card processing 
charges, and cancellation penalties. 

Under the new rates, RV camping fees will rise 
from $20 to $30 per night. The reservation fee will 
increase from $3 to $5 per booking, while credit 
card processing charges will also go up. 

Cancellation fees will also see adjustments. If a 
reservation is canceled with at least 48 hours' no-
tice, the fee will increase from $15 to $25. For can-
cellations made with less than 48 hours' notice, the 
penalty will rise from $25 to $35. 

These rate adjustments reflect the park's effort to 
cover operational costs and maintain facilities for 
visitors. The changes are expected to take effect 
soon, with officials encouraging campers to plan ac-
cordingly.

75 YEARS 
Continued from page 1 

furniture line followed 
the purchase of Tucker 
Furniture. 

In 1977, Johnson’s 
Furniture & Appliances 
moved into its current lo-
cation at 118 North Main 
Street, the former site of 
Runyan Buick-Chevrolet 
Garage.  

The business contin-
ued to grow, welcoming 
James and Margaret’s 
son, James Carl John-
son, and his wife, Amy, in 
1986. A showroom ex-
pansion in 1992 allowed 
for an increased product 
display, while the com-
pany also modernized op-
erations with a new 
point-of-sale system and 
a highly-trained service 
staff, earning multiple ex-
cellence awards from GE 
Appliances. 

The family legacy con-
tinued into a third gener-
ation when Patti Merrill, 
daughter of Jim and Amy 
Johnson, joined the com-
pany in 2008. Four years 
later, the business ex-
panded again, adding a 
spacious furniture show-
room with large display 
windows, located across 
from McDonald's. 

Johnson’s Furniture 
and Appliances has em-
braced changes over the 
decades, adapting to an 
increasingly digital world. 
With online shopping, so-

cial media engagement 
and an e-commerce web-
site, the company contin-
ues to evolve while 
maintaining its commit-
ment to customer serv-
ice. 

As it looks toward the 
future, Johnson’s sees 
opportunities for contin-
ued growth by expanding 
its customer base and 
staying ahead of industry 
trends. Owners credit 
their success and 
longevity to dedicated 
employees and a commit-

ment to putting cus-
tomers first, values that 
have kept the business 
strong for 75 years. 

As part of its 75th An-
niversary Celebration 
during April, Johnson’s 
has devised some clever 
giveaways that include 
free gifts for the customer 
who travels the farthest 
to buy from the store. 
From Friday through 
April 30 every buyer will 
get a box of hot tamales 
because Johnson’s 
started in business the 

same year hot tamales 
were first launched. Buy-
ers who leave a Google 
review will get a tumbler 
during one segment of 
the celebration period, 
customers who react to 
store’s social media can 
register for a recliner or 
mattress. A chest freezer 
will be given to a cus-
tomer who guesses the 
number of pens in the 
freezer and the person 
who produces the oldest 
sales receipt from John-
son’s will get a free fridge.   

E-911 
Continued from page 1 

month – in order to meet 
rising operational costs. 
Judge-Executive Perry 
Newcom said the in-
crease is necessary to 
maintain revenue levels 
and ensure the dispatch 
center’s continued opera-
tion. Unless the recom-
mendation is approved, 
dispatchers likely would 
not receive a cost-of-liv-
ing pay increase this 
year. 

However, county lead-
ers also voiced concern 
that the current dwelling 
fee model isn’t equitable. 
Magistrate Matt Grimes 
noted that only residents 
who live on their property 
pay the fee, while out-of-
area landowners are ex-
empt. 

“This would get the 
deer hunter property that 
we don’t get now,” said 
Newcom, referring to 
non-resident property 

owners. “It would be eas-
ier than the current 
dwelling fee system.” 

One alternative under 
consideration is the cre-
ation of a new taxing dis-
trict, which would apply 
a uniform rate to all tax-
able parcels – similar to 
how the library, health 
department and Exten-
sion services are funded. 
A taxing district would 
also allow for homestead 
exemptions, giving some 
property owners a break 
they don’t currently re-
ceive under the dwelling 
fee system. 

A 3.5-cent property tax 
on $100,000 of assessed 
value would equate to 
$35 annually per parcel, 
which is the same as one 
dwelling fee now.  

County officials say 
about $200,000 in rev-
enue is currently needed 
to sustain 911 opera-
tions. The dwelling fee 
brings in about $155,000 
annually. 

There’s a catch, how-

ever. A tax cannot be im-
plemented to pay for 911 
operations. The county 
judge and magistrates 
discussed a plan that 
would potentially solve 
two problems. Newcom 
said the county is also 
struggling to pay for its 
ambulance service.   

In essence, the county 
could develop an ambu-
lance tax, which would 
free up general fund dol-
lars which come from the 
local occupational tax 
and currently obligated 
for the EMS section of the 
county budget. Those 
dollars could go toward 
funding 911 instead and 
an ambulance tax could 
fund EMS services, 
which are under contract 
right now with ComCare. 

Ambulance service 
funding, which currently 
is about $335,000 annu-
ally, does not include 
capital improvements to 
the EMS fleet. The county 
has discussed multiple 
times over the past year 

or so that its ambulances 
are starting to wear out 
and need to be replaced. 

Right now, the county 
collects about $500,000 
annually through its oc-
cupational tax. 

While details are still 
being finalized, county 
leaders say a broader-
based funding model for 
E-911 would be more eq-
uitable and easier to ad-
minister in the long run. 

Because any new tax 
would require an ordi-
nance, the measure 
would need two readings 
before it could appear on 
2025 tax bills, which go 
out in November. 

A special meeting is set 
for 6 p.m., Monday, April 
7 to further explore the 
proposal and potentially 
gather public input. Like 
all fiscal court meetings, 
it will be open to the pub-
lic and will be held at 
Crittenden County Office 
Complex.

Johnson’s Furniture & Appliances continues to be a family tradition. Pictured above 
are the first two genertions who have operated the business. This picture appeared 
in the newspaper 25 years ago when Johnson’s celebrated 50 years. Pictured are 
(frem left) Amy Johnson, Jim Johnson, James Johnson and Margaret June John-
son.

Magistrates forgo raise, give it to others



Camping picking up for 
Riverview Park’s spring, 
road work will impact it 

Riverview Park, formerly 
known as Dam 50, saw a slight 
increase in camping activity in 
February 2025 compared to 
previous winter months, with 
23 RV nights reserved but no 
tent camping recorded. While 
visitor numbers remain low due 
to seasonal conditions, the park 
continues to offer a well-main-
tained outdoor space for travel-
ers and the local community. 

Revenue for February in-
cluded $1,100 from RV site 
reservations, with no income 
from tent camping. Additional 
revenue from fees and taxes 
brought total deposits for the 
month to $1,242.52. However, 
total expenses amounted to 
$2,116.67, resulting in a net 
loss of $874.15 for the month. 
This follows January’s signifi-
cant loss of $1,856.02, indicat-
ing the continued financial 
strain of the winter season. 

To address ongoing opera-
tional costs and improve finan-
cial sustainability, Riverview 
Park is considering rate adjust-
ments. Proposed changes in-
clude increasing RV camping 
fees from $20 to $30 per night, 
raising the reservation fee from 
$3 to $5, and adjusting cancel-
lation fees. These changes, if 
implemented, will help offset 
expenses while maintaining the 
park’s amenities, which include 
a dock, restrooms, pavilion, 
and recreational areas. 

Tent sites remain available at 
$5 per night, and RV sites are 
currently listed at $20 per night 
with full amenities, pending 
rate adjustments. Reservations 
can be made online at Critten-
denCountyKy.org.  

As spring approaches, the 
park anticipates an increase in 
visitor activity, and those using 
the area will need to be aware 
that highway construction will 
impact users. Dam 50 Road (KY 
387) will shut down at mile 
point 0.77, about three-quar-
ters of a mile east of KY 91,  
cutting off the most direct ac-
cess to Riverview Park. The clo-
sure is set to begin at 8 a.m. 
Monday, March 31. There will 
be no marked detour. Mo-
torists, including local farmers 
and visitors to Riverview Park 
campground and boat ramp, 
will need to use Cotton Patch 
Road and KY 654 as an alter-
nate route. 

 

Shelter report for Feb. 
counts 54 total animals 

Crittenden County Animal 
Shelter has provided its Febru-
ary 2025 intake and discharge 
summary, highlighting the 
movement of animals through 
the facility and financial contri-
butions received. 

At the end of February, the 
shelter reported a headcount of 
44 dogs, with an additional 54 
in foster care. During the 
month, 24 new dogs were 
taken in. The shelter success-
fully transferred 26 dogs to 
rescue organizations, while five 
found new homes through 
adoption, and four were re-
claimed by their owners. 

There were no reports of 
dogs escaping or being unable 
to be relocated. Additionally, no 
dogs died due to medical rea-
sons, though one was eutha-
nized. 

The shelter also reported fi-
nancial contributions for the 
month, totaling $565. Revenue 
came from pet adoptions 
($355), dog licenses ($15), re-
claim fees ($25), and donations 
($170). No sponsorships were 
reported for February. 

 

Fed holds firm on rates 
The Federal Reserve held in-

terest rates steady at 4.25%-
4.5% following last week’s 
meeting, maintaining its stance 
amid economic uncertainty tied 
to recent trade tensions. How-
ever, the board reaffirmed 
plans for two rate cuts this 
year, potentially lowering rates 
to 3.75%-4.0%. 

The Fed also revised its eco-
nomic outlook for 2025, lower-
ing its GDP growth projection 
to 1.7% from December’s 2.1% 
estimate and raising its core in-

flation forecast to 2.8%. Addi-
tionally, officials signaled a 
slower reduction of the central 
bank’s nearly $6.8 trillion asset 
portfolio, much of which was 
accumulated during past stim-
ulus efforts. 

 

School District will 
receive $1.1 million 

Crittenden County School 
District has been awarded the 
Kentucky Comprehensive Liter-
acy (KYCL) grant, making it one 
of only 39 districts statewide to 
receive the funding. The district 
was notified last week that it 
has secured the first year of a 
potential five-year grant, which 
could total nearly $1.1 million. 

The grant will support liter-
acy instruction, professional 
development and curriculum 
resources for all grade levels. 
Superintendent Tonya Driver 
credited collaboration among 
teachers, school representa-
tives, and district staff for se-
curing the funding. 

"This grant will significantly 
impact our efforts to address 
learning gaps and ensure equi-
table access to quality literacy 
instruction,” Driver said. “This 
funding will empower us to 
provide personalized support 
and resources to all students, 
particularly those who need it 
most.” 

 

Lyon-Crittenden bridge 
work will begin soon 

Kentucky Transportation 
Cabinet says work to open KY 
295, which has been closed for 
more than a year at Livingston 
Creek on the Crittenden-Lyon 
County Line, will begin in late 
spring or summer. A contract 
was let last month and the 
project was awarded. The re-
placement project could take 
months to complete once it be-
gins. 

 

FFA hosting Vendor Fair 
to kickoff greenhouse 

Crittenden County High 
School’s FFA chapter will host a 
Vendor Fair to kickoff its 
greenhouse season from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., Saturday, April 12. 
Designed to give individuals a 
point of sale for their hand-
made and homemade products, 
FFA anticipates having several 
small businesses, including 
those who sell soap, beef tal-
low, local honey, arts and crafts 
and more at the event. Conces-
sions will be provided by the 
Lions Club. Vendor boths are 
available. 

 

Gaga Ball coming  
soon to local park 

Construction of a Gaga Ball 
pit at Marion-Crittenden 
County Park aims to provide a 
fun and engaging recreational 
opportunity for the community, 
said Kim Vince, who’s helping 
to organize Scouts who are 
building the court.  

Gaga Ball is a high-energy, 
fast-paced game that promotes 
physical activity, teamwork and 
good sportsmanship among 
children and adults. 

Gaga Ball, a mid-20th cen-
tury invention, is a dodgeball-
style game played in an 
octagonal pit. Players hit a soft 
ball with their hands, aiming to 
eliminate opponents by striking 
them below the knees. The 
game emphasizes agility, quick 
reflexes, and strategy, making 
it fun and suitable for players 
of all ages and skill levels, 
Vince said. Participants would 
have to provide their own ball 
once the pit is ready for action. 

This project is spearheaded 
by local Scout Pack 3030's 
Arrow of Light den. Arrow of 
Lights are in their final year of 
Cub Scouts and will crossover 
to Scout Troop 30 this fall. One 
of the required adventures for 
the den is community service. 
The boys have encountered and 
enjoyed Gaga Ball pits at both 

Scout camp and 4-H camp and 
are excited to take on this 
community service project to 
provide the game to others in 
the community, said Vince. The 
den has four members – Asher 
Dalton, Caleb Harris, Wil Myers 
and Russell Vince.  

This project, which will be 
located near the park restrooms 
and the park’s small play-
ground, aligns with the Scouts’ 
commitment to serving their 
community by creating a space 
where individuals of all ages 
can come together to enjoy 
outdoor play and foster con-
nections. By building the Gaga 
Ball pit, the Arrow of Light Den 
seeks to enhance the park’s 
amenities, encouraging more 
families to visit and utilize the 
public space, the Scouts said. 

Through this initiative, the 
Cub Scouts will learn valuable 
skills in planning, teamwork, 
and construction while giving 
back to their community in a 
meaningful and lasting way. 
This project reflects their dedi-
cation to the Scout motto: “Do 
a Good Turn Daily.” 

 

Students back earlier 
than normal following 
Crittenden spring break 

Crittenden County School 
District has announced that 
Monday, April 7, will now be a 
school day for students. The 
day was initially set aside for 
professional development but 
is being used as a makeup day 
for the weather-related closure 
on Feb. 21. This adjustment 
prevents adding an extra day to 
the school calendar at the end 
of the year. Spring Break re-
mains scheduled for March 31-
April 4. 

 

Livingston Spring break 
Livingston County students 

will be on spring break at a dif-
ferent time than Crittenden. 
Livingston’s break is April 7-
11. 

 

Supt. Meinschein is 
leaving Livingston Co. 

Livingston County School Su-
perintendent Dr. David Mein-
schein will be leaving the 
district June 30 to take the job 
of superintendent of Murray In-
dependent School District. 

Meinschein, 53, took the job 
at Livingston in 2021 after 
coming over from Ballard 
County. He is a 1989 Livingston 
Central graduate who grew up 
in the Carrsville area. A military 
veteran, Meinschein is also a 
member of the Murray State 
University Board of Regents. 

 

Leadership group in 
Marion on Thursday 

Leadership West Kentucky 
(LWK) will visit Marion Thursday 
as part of a regional tour 
through Lyon and Crittenden 
counties. The West Kentucky 
Chamber Alliance organizes 
LWK each spring, which in-
cludes leaders from communi-
ties all across the region. 

After spending the morning 
in Eddyville, the group will 
travel to Marion in the after-
noon. Their visit begins at 1:30 
p.m., with a tour of Par 4 Plas-
tics, followed by stops at the 
Ben E. Clement Mineral Museum 
at 2:30 p.m., Fohs Hall at 3:15 
p.m. and the Marion-Crittenden 
County James C. Johnson Air-
port at 3:45 p.m. 

The day will wrap up with a 
4:30 p.m., reception at Game-
day Pizza and Wings where 
Marion Mayor D’Anna Browning 
will formally welcome to the 
group to town. 

Four local individuals are di-
rect participants this spring in 
LWK. They are Chasta Cham-
pion of Farmers Bank, Tiffany 
Blazina of Crittenden County 
School District, Teris Swanson 
of Livingston County and Jessie 
Watson of Livingston Hospital. 

 
 

Between Printed Editions  
Tune in to The Press Online 

for breaking news.  
We also ask that you subscribe to  

our YouTube Channel.  
It’s a Free Service to Our Readers! 

10 YEARS AGO 
March 26, 2015 
n As the first day of spring approached, various members 
of the community shared what they looked forward to most 
about the season. Keith Davis said he was looking forward 
to warm weather, his daughter graduating, softball season 
and St. Louis Cardinals baseball. Paul Beard, a Crittenden 
County constable, was eager for warm weather and being 
able to spend time outdoors. Caitlin Dunbar, an Ameri-
Corps volunteer, was excited for warmer weather, going to 
the beach and no more snow. Cheyanne Warriner, a 
teacher at Crittenden County High School, looked forward 
to warm weather, green grass, trees, softball, dogwoods 
and the smell of a spring morning when the sun comes up. 
Khyla Moss, a senior at Crittenden County High School, 
was anticipating longer days, warm weather and Easter. 
n Historical figures made special appearances at Critten-
den County Elementary School. Pvt. William Greenhouse, 
portraying Harry Smith, visited Cindy Crabtree’s classroom 
and discussed American opposition to both the British oc-
cupation and the Indian Confederacy led by Chief Tecum-
seh in 1813. Greenhouse took part in the Thames 
Campaign and marched into Canada to drive out British 
troops who were being assisted by Tecumseh. The pro-
gram was sponsored by the Murray State University Office 
of Regional Outreach and the Kentucky Humanities Coun-
cil. 
n Rocket Role Models for Crittenden County Elementary 
School were Dixie Hunter, Autumn White, Cameron Rush-
ing, Keifer Watson, Dakota Sosh, Quinn Summers, 
Canaan Cullen, Kayden Farmer, Tucker Boudro, Shelbi 
Belt, Lila Curnel, Kailyn Stokes, Tia Stoner, Peyton Rush-
ing, Ian Guess, Gattin Travis, Leauna West, Matthew Con-
ger, Jayson Ford, Hannah Long, Adrienne James, Karsen 
Shouse, Gage Russell, Jordan Hutchison, Faith Conner, 
Jake Drawdy, Nathan Bozeman, Kaleb Nesbitt, Nate Faith 
and Allie Combs. Crittenden County High School students 
of the month were Sage Winternheimer, Jacob Hackney, 
Ethan Hunt, Elizabeth Davies, Corey Guess, Makayla 
Quertermous, Dianna Bradford, Kayla Davis, Megan 
Chambliss, Texas Young, Caelyn Clark, Braden Locke, 
Rachel Butler, Neal Guess, Emma Atchison, Trey DeBoe, 
Shane Jacobs and Drake Mathews. 
 

25 YEARS AGO 
March 30, 2000 
n Crittenden County Elementary P5/P4 Science and Math 
Expo winners were first place, Emily Lowery; second 
place, a tie between Jansen James, Gaige Courtney and 
Brandon DeBoe; third place, Jessie Midkiff; and honorable 
mentions, Lacy Etheridge, Taylor Wright, Hillary Guerin 
and Anna Jimenez. Winners of the fifth grade were first 
place, Jared Asbridge and Justin Asbridge; second place, 
a tie between Dustin Hillyard and Jake Highfil; third place, 
a tie between Logan Stout, Julia Adams and Darah 
Easley; and honorable mentions, Cody Brown and Evan 
Smiley. 
n A 12-member mission team from Marion United 
Methodist Church was set to leave for a 10-day work detail 
at the site of a children’s home under construction in 
Guatemala. The home was being built by The World Our 
Parish, operated by Steve and Pam English, formerly of 
Marion. Participants in the trip were Denise Hamilton, Ann 
English, Phil English, Buddy Watson, Rev. Ken Spurrier, 
Mary Jane Watson, Kenny Crider, Rebecca Johnson, Mike 
Hamilton, Brian Kirby, Mike Keller and Lee Ann Grainger. 
n Rocket baseball catcher Joey Rich was pictured fielding 
a ball on the infield in front of teammate Brad Guess dur-
ing a season-opening victory against Hardin County at 
City-County Park in Marion. 
 

50 YEARS AGO 
March 27, 1975 
n During the annual Antique Show held by the Clay PTA, 
Frank Stallion of Marion showcased a piece of his money 
collection to a prospective buyer. 
n Mrs. Lucy Tedrick presented a plaque to the family of 
Marion City Policeman Louis W. Myers, who died in uni-
form while chasing an escaped convict on Aug. 29, 1973. 
The memorial to Patrolman Myers was presented to the 
family during a ceremony at City Hall. The plaque was 
mounted on the wall of the police department office. Fam-
ily members in attendance were Mrs. Myers and her three 
sons, Eddie, Tony and Jerry. Another son, Ronnie, was 
with the National Guard unit in Texas and was unable to 
attend. 
n Circle “O” Farm Center held a customer appreciation 
day during the firm’s annual event. Michelle Duvall, the 5-
year-old daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Duvall, helped 
draw a lucky prize winner. The winners were Robert Ord-
way, who won an extension cord; James Rhem, a first aid 
kit; Bernice Travis, a hammer; Joyce Watson, 1 gallon of 
Lasso; Cecil Nunn, an 11-by-4-foot auger; Kenny Cham-
pion, a water cooler; Katherine Champion, a soldering 
gun; and the grand prize winner, Harold Robinson, who re-
ceived a portable TV. 
 

Read Brenda Underdown’s 
Forgotten Passages column 

at The Press Online 
between newspaper issues. 
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Do not let the title of 
this column trick you into 
thinking that you have 
ever lived in certain times. 
No one has, no 
one ever will. It 
doesn’t take too 
many years of 
living to experi-
ence a few days 
that begin nor-
mally and end 
in a very differ-
ent and unex-
pected place. 
Do not fall into 
the trap of what 
we now call re-
cency bias, on 
which both po-
litical and re-
ligious charla-
tans thrive and 
pro昀t. 

It does not 
take very much 
effort to investigate his-
tory and learn that times 
are always uncertain. It 
is when the waters are 
calm that we let down our 
guard and get blindsided. 
When there is turbulence, 
we are more alert and pre-
pared. There are times to 
shout and 昀ght and there 
are times to stay quiet and 
passive. Wisdom is know-
ing the times we are living 
in and doing whatever we 
do with clarity and intent.

In a world 昀lled with 
fake outs, noisy headlines, 
misinformation (also not 
a new thing), and a few 
people who enjoy causing 
distress in others, it is im-
portant to keep focused 
on what we can do and 

what is important to us. 
I have said many times 
that wisdom in the Bible 
is skill, and a wise person 

puts their skill 
to good use for 
the bene昀t of 
themselves and 
others.

The 昀rst 
command that 
God gave to 
human beings 
is, “be fruitful 
and multiply.” 
It is a consis-
tent message 
in the Bible 
that children 
are a blessing. 
There are few 
things that are 
so powerful 
as passing on 
skill, faith, and 
hope to the next 

generation. Having chil-
dren, adopting children, 
teaching children all move 
us toward the future with 
hope. 

We all know that we 
make the world that they 
will inherit. It always 
has struck me as odd 
that older generations 
are so ready to criticize 
the human beings that 
they taught. Perhaps it is 
worth reconsidering what 
is taught rather than the 
recipient of such appar-
ently de昀cient training.

If I were to choose one 
chapter in the Bible to 
prepare a young per-
son for living in a world 
that changes constant-
ly, it might be Ecclesias-

tes 11. There are other 
places to go for practical 
teaching, Proverbs 1-9, 
Matthew 5-7 (Sermon on 
the Mount), I Peter, and 
several chapters in the 
prophets. But this short 
chapter (ten sayings), is a 
succinct reminder to act 
now rather than wait for 
everything to line up just 
right. There is advice to 
diversify one’s resources, 
to understand that some-
times things happen (if a 
tree falls, there it is – deal 
with it!), and to be honest 
and generous. It is a re-
minder that there will be 
dark days and that youth 
is passing, so enjoy it with 
discretion.

For those of you who 
know teenagers or young 
adults who are trying to 
昀nd their way, read this 
with them and discuss it. 
It is rich and meaningful. 
It gives different genera-
tions important topics to 
discuss. It is wisdom that 
will help us to make each 
other wiser.
n Send out your bread 

upon the waters, for after 
many days you will get a 
return. 
n Divide your means 

seven ways, or even eight, 
for you do not know what 
disaster may happen on 
earth. 
n When clouds are 

full, they empty rain on 
the earth; whether a tree 
falls to the south or to the 
north, in the place where 
the tree falls, there it will 
lie.

n Whoever observes 
the wind will not sow; 
and whoever regards the 
clouds will not reap.
n Just as you do not 

know how the breath 
comes to the bones in the 
mother’s womb, so you do 
not know the work of God, 
who makes everything.
n In the morning sow 

your seed, and in the eve-
ning do not let your hands 
be idle; for you do not 
know which will prosper, 
this or that, or whether 
both alike will be good.
n Light is sweet, and it 

is pleasant for the eyes to 
see the sun.
n Even those who live 

many years should rejoice 
in them all; just remem-
ber that the days of dark-
ness will be many. All that 
comes is passing.
n Rejoice, young man, 

while you are young, and 
let your heart cheer you 
in the days of your youth. 
Follow the inclination of 
your heart and the desire 
of your eyes but under-
stand that for all these 
things God will bring you 
into judgment.
n Banish anxiety from 

your mind and put away 
pain from your body; for 
youth and the dawn of life 
are passing. (Ecclesiastes 
11:1-10) 

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

Living in uncertain times
n Suicidal thoughts? Stop! Email dbrantpc@tds.net and 

request a video link that hopefully will change your mind.
n Salem Baptist Celebrate Recovery meets Monday’s 

5:30 p.m. with a meal at 6 p.m., at 209 Highland Street, 
opposite side of the building from the Thrift Store.

n Old Salem Baptist Church has a Blessing Box located 
next to the church at 117 Old Salem Church Rd. Everyone 
is welcome to take items or place them in the box for others 
to enjoy.

n First Baptist Church of Fredonia food pantry is open 
from 4-5:30 p.m., third Wednesday of each month in Cole-
man Hall of the church.

n Cave Springs Baptist Church between Lola and Joy in 
Livingston County offers food 24 hours a day, 7 days week 
at its outdoor Blessing Box in front of the church.

n Salem Baptist Church Thrift Store is open 9 a.m.-1 
p.m., Tuesday and Saturday at 209 Highland St., Salem.

n The Clothes Closet of the First Baptist Church in Fredo-
nia is open to serve the area with free clothes. The Clothes 
Closet is operated from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. each Thursday. The 
Clothes Closet will be closed in case of severe weather.

n Fredonia Unity Baptist Church’s clothes closet is open 
from 9 a.m. to noon on the second and fourth Saturday of 
every month.

n The clothes closet at Mexico Baptist Church is open 
from 9 to 11:30 a.m. each Monday.

Religious Outreach

Our greatest sin is the false belief that we don’t need the Lord
Question:  I have a pret-

ty good job. I have reason-
ably good health. For the 
most part, my family is do-
ing well. If all is going well 
for me, why do I need the 
Lord?

A:  Let me be honest and 
straight with you. You seem 
to be struggling with pride! 
So many of us have the 
same top three friends: me, 
myself and I. We need to 
be aware of our sin of pride 
and to be rescued from it. 
Proverbs 16:18 reminds 
us, “Pride goes before a 
destruction, a haughty spirit 

before a fall.”  Our greatest 
act of pride is the false belief 
that we don’t need the Lord. 

 King David also strug-
gled with pride and arro-
gance. “When I felt secure, 
I said, I will never be shak-
en” (Ps. 30:6). He didn’t 
remain in his pride for he 
called out to God for help. 

“Hear, O LORD, and be 
merciful to me; O LORD, be 
my help . . . that my heart 
may sing to you and not be 
silent. O LORD, my God, I 
will give you thanks forever” 
(Ps. 30:10, 12). 

The Lord is a gracious 
listener to all who call on 
Him. You can have a per-

sonal relationship with Him 
like David. Admit your need 
as a sinner. Be willing to 
turn from your sins (repent). 
Believe in Jesus Christ, 
who sacri昀cially died to pay 
your sin-debt. (Jn. 3:16). 
Through prayer, invite Him 
to come in and control your 
life through the Holy Spirit. 
“For it is by grace you have 
been saved, through faith—
and this is not from your-
selves, it is the gift of God—
not by works, so that no one 
can boast” (Eph. 2:8, 9).

Send your questions to: 
bob@bobhardison.com

AAsskk tthhee PPaassttoorr
By Bob Hardison



Opening day for museum set for April 2

Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages

The Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Museum 
will open for the season 
on Wednesday, April 
2. The museum will 
have a new curator this 
year, but still a familiar 
friendly face that many 
will remember from a 
few years back when 
she was curator.  We 
are happy that Roberta 
Shewmaker has agreed 
to return as the curator.  
Roberta, as you know, is 
familiar with Crittenden 
County, its people and 
history.  The society is 
excited to have Roberta 
back at the museum. 

The beautiful old 
church structure that 
is now home to the his-
torical museum has a 
remarkable history. It 
is the oldest church 
building in Marion, built 
in 1881. The historical 
building is 144 years 
old this year. Let’s look 
back at some 
of the history 
of this wonder-
ful old building 
and some of 
the historical 
items it hous-
es.

–––
Church’s be-

ginning
Its early 

b e g i n n i n g s 
started back 
in 1803. At 
that time it 
was known 
as the Betha-
ny Presbyte-
rian Church. 
Church re-
cords show 
that the Bethany con-
gregation erected a 
building on Crooked 
Creek about two miles 
from where the city of 
Marion would later be 
located. This building 
was on the site presently 
occupied by the Crooked 
Creek Baptist Church.

Shortly after Critten-
den County was formed 
and Marion was chosen 
as the county seat in 
1842, the church moved 
from Crooked Creek to 
Marion. The new block 
church building was 
located where the Old 
Marion Cemetery is to-
day on the corner of 
Moore and Gum streets.  

At the spring meet-
ing of the Presbytery in 
April 1846, the church’s 
name was changed from 
Bethany to Marion. The 
church’s membership 
was 46, and they had 
outgrown the little block 
building at the cemetery 
location.  After much 
discussion, it was de-
cided to build their new 
church building closer 
to town where it would 
be more convenient for 
people to attend. The 
new church would be 
built on the corner of 
what is now East Bell-
ville and College streets, 
constructed on land 
donated by a member 
of the church, David 
Woods. 

The First United Pres-
byterian Church held 
services for over 120 
years in this building 
until the fall of 2002 
when it was forced to 
close its doors due to 
lack of membership. The 
West Kentucky Presby-
tery, the church’s gov-
erning body, and the 
dozen or so active mem-
bers remaining, donated 
the church building to 
the Crittenden County 
Historical Society for a 
museum. They thought 
with the rich history of 
the church and the his-
torical building that it 
was, there could no bet-
ter use for the building 
and it would continue 
to serve the community, 
even in a different ca-
pacity.

–––
New home for museum

The historical society 
gratefully accepted this 
gift and at once start-
ed restoration work on 
the inside, so it would 
be ready to open in the 
spring of 2004. The Crit-
tenden County Histori-
cal Museum opened its 
doors in its new home 
on April 1, 2004.   

Some of the items 
from the church’s rich 
history are enjoyed by 
locals and visitors alike 
when they enter the 
building. The beautiful 
one-of-a-kind stained 

glass windows are al-
ways a favorite and one 
of the 昀rst sights you 
see when entering the 

museum. The 
church history 
handed down 
tells us that 
the windows 
were imported 
from Germa-
ny and were 
insured for 
$1,000. The 
colorful glass 
window panes 
intensify in col-
or depending 
on the weath-
er.  On cloudy 
days they cast 
a more green 
hue and on a 
bright sunny 
day they cast a 
golden glow on 

the inside of the build-
ing.

Other original items to 
the building is the very 
large dark wood entry 
door, and the beauti-
ful ornate balcony rail 
that frames the balco-
ny and the large class-
room doors with beveled 
etched glass panes.   
Another church history 
is that the original plans 
for the church didn’t 
have a balcony but the 
businessmen of Marion 
paid to have it added on 
so their black servants 
could attend church 
with the family.   

Also donated to the 
museum by the church 
was the old church 
pump organ and stool 
and several different 
styles of communion 
sets that had been used 
through the years, the 
oldest dating back to 
1871.  

Although the muse-
um is limited on actual 
display space inside the 
building and also on the 
grounds that the church 
sits on, the society is 
proud to be caretakers 
of this beautiful histor-
ic church and share its 
history with everyone in 
the community and to 
the visitors that come 
through our town.

If you have never 
been to visit the histor-
ical museum, please try 
to do so. You will 昀nd 
all kinds of Crittenden 
County history waiting 
for you to see, plus just 
the history and beauty 
of the old building. 

–––
New items displayed 

in the museum
Some wonderful new 

items of Crittenden 
County history were do-
nated to the museum 
this past year.  Included 
are:
n Beautiful cut glass 

collection belonging to 
James Terry. This vin-
tage cut glass display 
was donated by Reg 
and Mary Helen Hodg-
es of Florida, formally 
of Crittenden County. 

They were good friends 
with James Terry, who 
had a very large collec-
tion of cut glass in his 
store on West Bellville 
St. During their friend-
ship, Terry taught Reg 
many interesting things 
and shared useful tips 
on cut glass and how to 
care for it.  It’s a stun-
ning display you don’t 
won’t to miss seeing.
n Beautiful coverlet 

made on the Lamb Loom 
over 150 years ago, by 
Sarah Ann (Phillips) 
Lamb. This is a unique 
and colorful piece of his-
tory to go along with the 
Lamb Loom, which is 
one of the oldest items 
in the museum.  The 
Lamb family was also 
known for their wood-
working skills. 
n Basketball pen-

dent from the 1931 Tolu 
Basketball Champion-
ship belonging to Virgil 
Hughes. A relic linked 
to Tolu’s 1931 basket-
ball championship has 
a new home at the Crit-
tenden County Histori-
cal Museum. The family 

of the late Virgil Hughes, 
who was a member of 
that team, donated the 
basketball necklace he 
and other teammates 
received when the Tolu 
Indians won the Class 
B Championship, beat-
ing Betsy Layne 28-11 
in March 1931. The 
basketball necklace 
presented to the histor-
ical museum has been 
passed down through 
the Hughes family for 
four generations. Vir-
gil Hughes’ son Ronnie 
“Doorknob” Hughes had 
possession after Vir-

gil died, then passed it 
down to his son Dane. 
Most recently it has 
been in the safe keeping 
of Dane’s daughter Brit-
tany. This special piece 
of Crittenden County 
history is located in the 
school room of the mu-
seum.  

•  A child’s metal desk 
from Frances Elementa-
ry School when it closed 
in 1998 is located in the 
school room with many 
other school-related 
items from history.
n Several paintings 

done by the late Roger 

Morris.  
–––

From the Critten-
den County 昀scal court 
these items have been 
donated to the museum 
to help preserve our his-
tory:
n  Illinois Central 

Railroad Centenni-
al Marker that used to 
sit on the courthouse 
square. In March of 
1951 the Illinois Cen-
tral Railroad would have 
celebrated a century of 
Illinois Central Railroad 
service to Mid America. 
It was their 100th anni-
versary of the signing of 
the charter creating the 
705-mile railroad in Illi-
nois which had become 
a 6,543-mile railroad in 
14 states. This marker 
now sits in front of the 
museum with a plaque 
telling its history to the 
county. There is more 
railroad/train history 
inside. 
n Dedication plaque 

from the recently torn 
down Crittenden Coun-
ty Courthouse built in 
1961.
n Engraved bridge 

rock from the Bells 
Mines bridge built in 
1939 by the WPA.

–––
Operating Days and 

Time
The museum’s hours 

of operation are 10 
a.m.-3 p.m., Wednesday 
through Saturday. Hope 
you can 昀nd time to stop 
by for a visit.  Critten-
den County history is 
calling you.  

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical So-
ciety. Much more local 
history can be found at 
OurForgottenPassages.
blogspot.com).
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RANCHANDFARMAUCTIONS .COM

LAND
AUCTION

IN COOPERATION WITH WHITETAIL PROPERTIES REAL ESTATE LLC (237494) | Debbie Laux, Ranch & Farm Auctions, Kentucky Broker License 
# 247145 | Derek Fisher, Whitetail Properties Real Estate, KY Broker License #265593 | Joe Gizdic, Director, Ranch & Farm Auctions, 217.299.0332 

| Justin Mason, Kentucky Land Specialist for Whitetail Properties Real Estate, LLC, 270.439.8019 | Mark Williams, Kentucky Land Specialist for 
Whitetail Properties Real Estate, LLC, 270.439.8021 | Cody Lowderman, KY Auctioneer, RP 3502Cody Lowderman, KY Auctioneer, RP 3502    

4/24/25 AT 3 PM
AUCTION HELD AT:

THE VENUE
126 E CARLISLE ST
MARION, KY 42064

IN COOPERATION WITH WHITETAIL PROPERTIES REAL ESTATE, LLC

MARK WILLIAMS, AGENT: 270.439.8021
JUSTIN MASON, AGENT: 270.439.8019

238.34 AC± | 1 TRACT 
CRITTENDEN CO, KY



for sale
2019 E-Z-Go RXV electric 
golf cart, 48V, 昀ame red 
with black searting, in very 
good condition. $6,500. 
(812) 483-1116. (2t-13-p)
Classi昀ed advertising 
works! Customers tell us 
they sell their items faster 
than they expect by listing 
in The Crittenden Press! 
Call (270) 965-3191 to post 
a classi昀ed ad.

agriculture
Hay/Bush hogging; 5x5 net 
wrap grass hay, 85 rolls @ 
$40.  Roy Jones. (270) 704-
0642. (2t-13-p)

employment
Part-time help wanted. 
(270) 704-0943. (2t-12-p)

wanted
Vintage glass churn bottom. 
(270) 704-5047. (1t-12-c)

for rent
1 bedroom (small) ef昀cien-
cy apartment, includes all 
utilities, $400/month and 
$400 deposit. Call (270) 
704-3234. (4-tfc) je

services
SEALCOATING: Driveway 
and parking lot sealcoating 
for asphalt, concrete and 
agrigate driveways.  Give 
us a call for FREE estimates 
270 704-1888. (4t-12-p)
PAINTING: Interior and 
exterior, licensed and in-
sured. Call Mr. Paint for an 
estimate, (270) 454-4088. 
(8t-17-p)
CONCRETE WORK: Park-
ing lots, garages, steel 
buildings, walls, sidewalks, 
driveways, room additions, 
rock driveways, clean ditch-
es. Call for quote (270) 
724-4672, Joe Mattingly 
Concrete Construction. 
(12t-16-p)

notice
Advertise your job open-
ing, event, items for sale, 
auction etc. in this newspa-
per plus 83 other Kentucky 
newspapers including The 
Paducah Sun, Kentucky 
New Era (Hopkinsville), The 
Sturgis News, The (Princ-
eton) Times Leader, The 
(Providence) Journal-En-
terprise, The Union County 
Advocate, The Henderson 
Gleaner, The Livingston 
Ledger and The (Madison-
ville) Messenger and for 
only $250. Save time and 
money by making one call 
for all! For more informa-
tion, contact the classi昀ed 
department at (270) 965-

3191 or email us at adver-
tising@the-press.com.

statewide
BUSINESS SPACE FOR 

RENT

Frankfort Of昀ce Space for 
rent: Second 昀oor with four 
large of昀ce areas, restroom. 
Of昀ce desks furnished. Lo-
cated ½ mile from I-64 Law-
renceburg exit 53A. Elec-
tric, water, gas, utilities and 
internet included. $2,200 
per month.  Call Bonnie 
Howard, Kentucky Press 
Association, 502-223-8821.

BUYING CARS

We buy 8,000 cars a week. 
Sell your old, busted or junk 
car with no hoops, haggles 
or headaches. Sell your car 
to Peddle. Easy three step 
process. Instant offer. Free 
pickup. Fast payment. Call 
1-844-440-0399

BUYING HOUSES

We Buy Houses for Cash 
AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy three 
step process: Call, get cash 
offer and get paid. Get your 
fair cash offer today by 
calling Liz Buys Houses: 
1-888-287-5615

CABLE/UTILITIES

DIRECTV OVER INTER-
NET - Get your favorite live 
TV, sports and local chan-
nels. 99% signal reliability! 
CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12 months. HBO 
Max and Premium Chan-
nels included for 3 mos (w/
CHOICE Package or high-
er.) No annual contract, no 
hidden fees! Some restric-
tions apply. Call IVS 1-888-
340-6138
AFFORDABLE TV & IN-
TERNET. If you are over-
paying for your service, call 
now for a free quote and 
see how much you can 
save! 1-877-548-7494
Get DISH Satellite TV + 
Internet!  Free Install, Free 
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 
On-Demand Movies, Plus 
Limited Time Up To $600 
In Gift Cards. Call Today! 
1-855-633-4574
DIRECTV- All your enter-
tainment. Nothing on your 
roof! Sign up for Directv and 
get your 昀rst three months 
of Max, Paramount+, 
Showtime, Starz, MGM+ 
and Cinemax included. 
Choice package $84.99/
mo. Some restrictions ap-
ply. Call DIRECTV 1-866-
292-5435

CELLULAR      

Get Boost In昀nite! Unlimit-
ed Talk, Text and Data For 
Just $25/mo! The Power Of 
3 5G Networks, One Low 
Price! Call Today and Get 
The Latest iPhone Every 
Year On Us! 855-841-2894
Consumer Cellular - the 
same reliable, nationwide 
coverage as the largest car-
riers. No long-term contract, 
no hidden fees and activa-
tion is free. All plans fea-
ture unlimited talk and text, 
starting at just $20/month. 
For more information, call 
1-833-353-2982

DONATIONS (VEHICLES)

Donate your car, truck, 
boat, RV and more to sup-
port our veterans! Schedule 
a FAST, FREE vehicle pick-
up and receive a top tax 
deduction! Call Veteran Car 
Donations at 1-833-984-
2146 today!
GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast 
free pick up. All 50 States. 
Patriotic Hearts’ programs 
help veterans 昀nd work or 
start their own business. 
Call 24/7: 1-844-592-4235
Get a break on your taxes! 
Donate your car, truck, or 
SUV to assist the blind and 
visually impaired. Arrange a 
swift, no-cost vehicle pickup 
and secure a generous tax 
credit for 2025. Call Heri-
tage for the Blind Today at 
1-877-581-3053 today!

FOOD SERVICES

When you want the best, 
you want Omaha Steaks! 
100% guaranteed and de-
livered to your door! Our 
Butcher’s Deluxe Pack-
age makes a great gift and 
comes with 8 FREE Burg-
ers ONLY $99.99.  Call 
1-877-395-9131 
and mention code 
77318CZL or visit www.
omahasteaks.com/De-
luxe9671
Omaha Steaks Wines. 12 
world class wines (and bo-
nus gifts) for ONLY $79.99 
(plus s/h.) Save $160! 12 
new wine selections plus a 
FREE $25 Omaha Steaks 
E-reward card every three 
months. Cancel anytime. 
100% guarantee! Call 
1-844-740-5945 and men-
tion code AGJF002 or visit 
www.GetOSWine.com/
sip169

HEALTH

Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with 
the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information 
kit! Call 888-982-0374

Stroke and Cardiovascular 
disease are leading causes 
of death, according to the 
American Heart Associa-
tion. Screenings can pro-
vide peace of mind or early 
detection! Contact Life Line 
Screening to schedule your 
screening. Special offer - 5 
screenings for just $149. 
Call 1-877-465-1309

HOME IMPROVEMENT

SunSetter. America’s Num-
ber One Awning! Instant 
shade at the touch of a but-
ton. Transform your deck or 
patio into an outdoor oasis. 
Up to 10-year limited war-
ranty. Call now and SAVE 

$350 today! 1-866-348-
8793

NEED NEW WINDOWS?  
Drafty rooms? Chipped or 
damaged frames? Need 
outside noise reduction? 
New, energy ef昀cient win-
dows may be the answer! 
Call for a consultation & 
FREE quote today. 1-844-
592-3968.  You will be 
asked for the zip code of the 
property when connecting.
Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest 
lasting material – steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three 
styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to 
last a lifetime! Limited Time 
Offer – up to 50% off instal-
lation + Additional 10% off 
install (for military, health 
workers & 1st respond-
ers.) Call Erie Metal Roofs: 
1-888-306-0302
WARNING: Your home may 
need new Siding, Windows 
or Roofs. SAVE MONEY 
before the hurricane drives 
prices back up and it’s to 
late.  Huge Discounts & Fi-
nancing available. 800-350-
0591 to learn more.
Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off Entire Pur-
chase. Plus 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 
1-866-329-2415
Call LeafGuard and say 
goodbye to gutter cleaning 
for good. No cleaning. No 
leaking. No water damage. 
No more ladder accidents. 
Get LeafGuard today and 
be protected for life. FREE 
estimate. Financing avail-
able. 20% off total purchase 
(Restrictions may apply.) 
Call 1-866-850-6999
Safe Step. North America’s 
#1 Walk-In Tub. Compre-
hensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring 
our FREE shower package 
and $1600 Off for a limited 
time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 
1-888-302-4539
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel 
can install a new, custom 
bath or shower in as little 
as one day. For a limited 
time, waiving ALL installa-
tion costs! (Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change 
and vary by dealer. (Offer 
ends 3/30/25.) Call 1-866-
837-5986BATH & SHOW-
ER UPDATES in as little 
as ONE DAY! Affordable 
prices - No payments for 18 
months!  Lifetime warran-
ty & professional installs. 
Senior & Military Discounts 
available.  Call: 1-888-841-
2035

HOME SERVICES

Prepare for power outag-
es with Briggs & Stratton® 
PowerProtect(TM) standby 
generators - the most pow-
erful home standby gen-
erators available. Indus-
try-leading comprehensive 
warranty - 7 years ($849 
value.) Proudly made in the 
U.S.A. Call Briggs & Strat-
ton 1-877-548-2927.
Prepare for power outag-
es today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. 
Act now to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with quali-
fying purchase. Call 1-844-
688-8576 today to sched-
ule a free quote. It’s not just 
a generator. It’s a power 
move.
INSURANCE SERVICES

Up to $15,000.00 of GUAR-
ANTEED Life Insurance! 
No medical exam or health 
questions. Cash to help 
pay funeral and other 昀nal 
expenses. Call Physicians 
Life Insurance Company- 
844-950-2448 or visit www.
Life55plus.info/kypress
DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Cov-
erage for 400 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insur-
ance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! 
Get your FREE Dental In-
formation Kit with all the 
details! 1-855-900-7392 
www.dental50plus.com/26 
#6258

INTERNET OFFERS

Choose EarthLink Fiber 
Internet for speeds up to 
5 Gigs, no data caps, no 
throttling. Prices starting at 
$54.95. Plus, a $100 gift 
card when you make the 
switch.  Call 1-833-974-
4780

SOCIAL SECURITY

YOU MAY QUALIFY for 
disability bene昀ts if you 
have are between 52-63 
years old and under a doc-
tor’s care for a health condi-
tion that prevents you from 
working for a year or more. 
Call now! 1-877-548-7946

 WRITERS WANTED

Become a Published Au-
thor. We want to Read 
Your Book! Dorrance Pub-
lishing-Trusted by Authors 
Since 1920 Book manu-
script submissions currently 
being reviewed. Compre-
hensive Services: Consul-
tation, Production, Promo-
tion and Distribution Call for 
Your Free Author`s Guide 
1-855-209-2951 or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/Kentucky
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The
Crittenden 

Press
125 E. Bellville St.,

P.O. Box 191
Marion, KY 42064
(270) 965-3191

information@the-press.com
Open weekdays
9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Advertising deadline
is 5 p.m., Monday

Prepaid ads of 20 words or 
less are $7 for one week, with 
a 10-cent charge for each 
word over the initial 20. Run 
the same ad for consecutive 
issues for only $5 each week. 
Now, all regular classi昀ed ads 
are placed on our Web site, 
www.the-press.com, at no 
extra charge.
You can also reach more than 
one million readers with one 
call! Contact the classi昀ed 
department for more 
information about placing 
a 25-word classi昀ed in 70 
newspapers for only $250.
It is the policy of The 
Crittenden Press Inc., to fully 
comply with the Fair Housing 
Act and to never knowingly 
publish advertisements that 
discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, religion, national 
origin, sex, disability or 
family status. If you believe 
an advertisement published 
in this newspaper is 
discriminatory, please contact 
the publisher immediately at 
(270) 965-3191.
All phone numbers listed for 
ads on this page are within 
the 270 area code unless 
otherwise noted.



BASEBALL | SOFTBALL 

Freshman baseball 
Schedule and Results 
Mar 18 Marshall County, lost 
Mar 22 at Marshall County, lost 
Mar 31 Webster County 
Apr 1 at Union County 
Apr 7 at Graves 
Apr 10 at Graves 
Apr 11 at Trigg County 
Apr 12 Marshall County 
Apr 14 at Dawson Springs 
Apr 21 at Union County 
Apr 24 Dawson Springs 
Apr 26 at Webster/Henderson 
May 2 at McCracken Tournament 
May 3 at McCracken Tournament 
May 6 Union 
 

This Week’s Schedule 

SPRING SPORTS 
THURSDAY 
Baseball Crittenden at Livingston 
Softball Marshall at Crittenden Co. 
Softball Livingston at Lyon County 
FRIDAY 
Baseball Crittenden at HopCentral 
Softball Crittenden at Trigg County 
Softball Livingston at Illinois Tourn. 
SATURDAY 
Baseball Crittenden at Webster 
Softball Livingston at Illinois Tourn. 
MONDAY 
Softball Livingston at Christian Co. 
TUESDAY 
Baseball Livingston at Webster 
Baseball Hardin, Ill., at Crittenden 
Softball Livingston at Union County 
 

GOLF 
Orange Jacket at DLGC 

   Deer Lakes Golf Course will host its 
annual Orange Jacket Invitational on 
May 17-18 sponsored by Edward 
Jones. The entry fee is $125, which 
includes cart fees for both days, a free 
practice round and the event’s famous 
burger meal on Sunday. Tee times will 
be scheduled between 8 a.m., and 
1:30 p.m. each day. Participants can 
select their partners and tee times for 
Saturday, while Sunday’s pairings will 
be based on Saturday’s scores. The 
tournament features individual stroke 
play, with flights determined after the 
first round. A skins game will take 
place on Saturday, and players’ pools 
will be available on Sunday. 
 
BASKETBALL 

Croft’s Court of Honor 

   Jimmy Croft, the all-time winningest 
boys basketball coach in Crittenden 
County High School history and a 
Rocket Hall of Famer, will be recog-
nized Friday at 
Rupp Arena as part 
of the Sweet 16 
Boys Basketball 
Tournament by the 
Kentucky Associa-
tion of Basketball 
Coaches Court of 
Honor. Croft 
coached the Rock-
ets at his alma mater from 1995 to 
2005. When he took the job, Critten-
den hadn’t had a winning season in 
more than 20 years. Over a 10-year 
period, his squads won 138 games 
and lost 117. In 1998, Croft and his 
Rockets won the Fifth District champi-
onship — one of only two CCHS has 
won since 1957. Croft’s 2000 Rockets 
won 20 games for the first time since 
Marion and Crittenden consolidated 
schools in the 1950s. Croft was head 
coach of the Lady Rockets from 1985 
to 1990 with a 61-51 record. He was 
boys’ head coach at Livingston from 
2006 to 2011 with a 56-67 record. 
Croft was also an assistant coach at 
CCHS and at Trigg County, when his 
son Payton was head coach there. 
Croft’s career head coaching record is 
255-235 over 20 years, and he 
coached 16 more years as an assis-
tant. 
 
OUTDOORS 

Hunting Seasons 

  Here are so me of the most common 
hunting opportunities currently in sea-
son or coming up:  
Coyote Night (lights)  Dec. 1 - March 31 
Goose Consesrvation  Feb. 16 - March 31 
Wild Turkey Youth                     April 5-6 
Wild Turkey                  April 12 - May 4 
Bullfrog                        May 16 - Oct. 31 
Squirrel                       May 17 - June 15 
Coyote                                 Year Round 
Ground hog                         Year Round 
 

New license year begins 

  The new Kentucky hunting and fish-
ing license year began earlier this 
month and runs through Feb. 28 of 
next year. Fees for Kentucky residents 
are unchanged from the 2024-2025 li-
cense year, yet some non-resident 
fees have gone up. In Kentucky, a li-
cense covers basic hunting or fishing 
for many species. 
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Crittenden County Baseball | Softball Roundup

Crittenden County Track & Field Roundup

Jimmy Croft

At Muhlenberg County 
   Here are Crittenden County re-
sults from Muhlenberg County  
Inivitational on Saturday. 
BOYS 
100 Meters 
34. Noah Byford (13.47), 39. 
Camden Nash (14.43) 
200 Meters 
36. Kadence Hackney (27.96), 
39. Camden Nash (28.59) 
400 Meters 
20. Matthew Valentine (1:03.03), 
32. Kaden Herrington (1:09.30) 
800 Meters 
31. Landon Starkey (2:44.18), 
32. Matthew Valentine (2:46.54) 
1600 Meters 
17. River Rogers (5:43.31), 23. 
Noah Martinez (5:54.83), 29. 
Landon Starkey (6:09.48) 
3200 Meters 
11. River Rogers (12:23.55), 17. 
Landon Starkey (13:45.36) 
4x100 Meter Relay 
10. Crittenden County (48.52) 
4x200 Meter Relay 
18. Crittenden County (1:53.66) 
4x800 Meter Relay 
11. Crittenden County (10:44.23) 
Long Jump 
30. Aiden Musser (13-2.25), 31. 
Jamison Stevenson (13-1.75) 
Triple Jump 
15. Noah Byford (32-8.75), 19. 
Jamison Stevenson (25-7) 
Discus 
22. Bryan Chaney (79-4), 29. 
Aiden Musser (71-5) 
Shot Put 
36. Bryan Chaney (26-10.5), 42. 
Aiden Musser (24-2.5) 
GIRLS 
100 Meters 
29. Hayley Moore (16.71), 30. 
Kaylin Coleman (17.05) 
200 Meters 
21. Shelbi Belt (32.02), 31. Hay-
ley Moore (35.71) 
400 Meters 
14. Shelbi Belt (1:13.81), 19. 
Presley Potter (1:16.41) 
800 Meters 
10. Ella Geary (2:54.55) 
1600 Meters 
8. Mary Martinez (6:20.50) 
3200 Meters 
5. Mary Martinez (13:34.43) 
100 Meter Hurdles 
12. Susana Suggs (23.32) 

300 Meter Hurdles 
13. Susana Suggs (1:15.66) 
4x100 Meter Relay 
14. Crittenden County (1:05.59) 
4x200 Meter Relay 
13. Crittenden County (2:06.91) 
4x400 Meter Relay 
7. Crittenden County (5:00.16) 
High Jump 
9. Presley Potter (4-2) 
Long Jump 
4. Ella Geary (14-1), 23. Susana 
Suggs (9-8.5) 
Discus 
12. Layken Gilchrist (57-7), 21. 
Erika (Bre) McKendree (44-4) 
Shot Put 
9. Layken Gilchrist (24-3.5), 22. 
Erika (Bre) McKendree (19-3.5) 
 
At Caldwell County 
   Here are Crittenden County re-
sults from Caldwell County First 
Flight Inivitational Track and 
Field meet on March 15 at 
Princeton. 
BOYS 
100 Meters 
11. Noah Byford (12.87), 14. 
Kaden Herrington (13.31), 16. 
Camden Nash (14.05) 
1600 Met ers 
6. River Rogers (5:18.05), 7. 
Landon Starkey (5:37.40), 9. 
Noah Martinez (6:07.51) 
200 Meters 
13. Gaige Markham (26.44), 15. 
Kaden Herrington (28.29), 16. 
Kadence Hackney (28.97) 
3200 Meters 
3. Asa McCord (11:15.78), 4. 
River Rogers (11:37.00), 7. Lan-
don Starkey (12:48.00) 
400 Meters 
5. Matthew Valentine (1:00.34), 
6. Gaige Markham (1:00.67), 8. 
Aiden Musser (1:04.80) 
4x100 Meter Relay 
2. Crittenden County (1:04.00h) 
4x200 Meter Relay 
5. Crittenden County (2:05.00h) 
4x400 Meter Relay 
6. Crittenden County (4:16.00h) 
4x800 Meter Relay 
5. Crittenden County (9:45.00h) 
800 Meters 
11. Landon Starkey (2:33.52), 
13. Matthew Valentine (2:41.83) 
Discus 
10. Bryan Chaney (72-10.5), 11. 

Glenn Starkey (71-6.5), 16. 
Aiden Musser (51-8) 
High Jump 
6. Noah Byford (4-10), 7. Jami-
son Stevenson (4-10) 
Long Jump 
9. Gaige Markham (15-8.5), 11. 
Jamison Stevenson (15-0), 12. 
Kadence Hackney (14-6) 
Shot Put 
9. Johnathan Tramel (29-8), 10. 
Glenn Starkey (27-4), 11. Bryan 
Chaney (26-8) 
Triple Jump 
8. Noah Byford (33-4), 9. Jami-
son Stevenson (33-0) 
GIRLS 
100 Meters 
21. Hayley Moore (16.45), 22. 
Kaylin Coleman (16.73), 23. 
Jaycee Bruce (17.04) 
100 Meter Hurdles 
5. Susana Suggs (21.37) 
1600 Meters 
Mary Martinez (5:52.72), 7. Ella 
Whitney (7:12.87) 
200 Meters 
11. Shelbi Belt (30.59), 17. Hay-
ley Moore (35.05), 18. Kaylin 
Coleman (36.37) 
300 Meter Hurdles 
Susana Suggs (1:01.34h) 
3200 Meters 
2. Mary Martinez (12:56.35) 
400 Meters 
7. Shelbi Belt (1:09.70), 12. 
Presley Potter (1:14.80), 18. 
Hayley Moore (1:23.53) 
4x100 Meter Relay 
2. Crittenden County (1:12.00) 
4x200 Meter Relay 
5. Crittenden County (2:26.00) 
4x400 Meter Relay 
4. Crittenden County (5:04.00) 
800 Meters 
3. Ella Geary (2:44.00), 10. Ella 
Whitney (3:21.77) 
Discus 
8. Layken Gilchrist (61-2), 11. 
Madison Walker (53-6.5), 13. 
Ella Whitney (47-2) 
High Jump 
5. Presley Potter (4-6) 
Long Jump 
2. Ella Geary (15-3), 4. Susana 
Suggs (13-4.5) 
Shot Put 
6. Layken Gilchrist (26-6), 7. 
Madison Walker (26-5), 13. 
Erika (Bre) McKendree (17-6) 

Crittenden County’s track and field team for 2025 includes (front from left) Raylee Millikan, Hannah Whitney, Zaidyn White,  Matthew 
Counts, Miles Yates, Jazzy Travis, Clay Collins, (second row) Reece Travis, Kaylin Coleman, Aliza Maraman, Haley Moore, Noah 
Martinez, River Rogers, Coach Sandra Martinez, Coach Nick Martinez, Ella Whitney, Ella Geary, Presley Potter, Shelbi Belt, Mary 
Martinez, Jaycee Bruce, Erika McKendree, (back) Madison Walker, Layken Gilchrist, Gage Markham, Glenn Starkey, Kaiden Farmer, 
Aiden Musser, Matthew Valentine, Asa McCord, Lucas McDowell, Camden Nash, Johnathon Tramel, Kaden Herrington, Kadence 
Hackney, Noah Byford, Bryan Chaney and Landon Starkey.

TRACK & FIELD 
Girls Roster 

Athlete                          Grade 
Shelbi Belt                  Soph 
Jaycee Bruce             Fresh 
Kaylin Coleman         Fresh 
Ella Geary                 Junior 
Layken Gilchrist         Soph 
Georgia Holeman      Junior 
Aliza Maraman          Fresh 
Mary Martinez           Senior 
Bre McKendree         Fresh 
Raylee Millikan            7th  
Giselle Montero          Soph 
Hayley Moore            Fresh 
Presley Potter            Soph 
Cheyenne Starkey     Junior 
Susana Suggs           Junior 
Ilana ‘Jazzy’ Travis      7th  
Madison Walker        Junior 
Ella Whitney              Junior 
Hannah Whitney          7th  
MaCayla Willingham    7th  
 
 

Boys Roster 
Noah Byford               Soph 
Bryan Chaney           Senior 
Clay Collins                  6th  
Junior Cowsert          Fresh 
Kayden Farmer          Soph 
Bryan Chaney           Senior 
Junior Cowsert          Fresh 
Kayden Farmer          Soph 
Kaden Herrington        8th  
Kadence Hackney     Fresh 
Gaige Markham         Soph 
Noah Martinez             8th  
Asa McCord              Senior 
Lucas McDowell        Fresh 
Aiden Musser             Soph 
Camden Nash           Fresh 
CJ Nelson                  Fresh 
River Rogers              Soph 
Glenn Starkey           Junior 
Landon Starkey         Junior 
Jamison Stevenson   Junior 
Johnathan Tramel      Fresh 
Matthew Tramel        Senior 
Reece Travis                8th  
Matthew Valentine    Senior 
Zayden White              6th  
Miles Yates                  6th 

BASEBALL 
Nine Ft. Campbell runs in the 

top of the seventh inning disman-
tled a Rocket lead it had estab-
lished early in the game as the 
Falcons beat CCHS for the first 
time in 10 years in a wild one, 
22-19. 

Crittenden jumped ahead 8-1 
after two innings, but Ft. Camp-
bell never gave up and when 
Crittenden – playing for the third 
time in three days – got deep into 
its bullpen, the Falcons swooped 
in for the upset.  

Quinn Summers had four hits 
and drove in five runs, and 
Chase Conyer knocked in three 
on two hits. Hudson Stokes, Jax-
ton Duncan, Drake Young and 
Zack Rustin had two hits apiece. 
Stokes started strong on the hill, 
striking out seven but giving up 
six runs — five earned — over 
three frames. Jake Rich, Keegan 
Pierson and Eli Lovell tried to fin-
ish up but couldn’t corral the Fal-
cons. Six errors and 13 walks 
proved problematic for the Rock-
ets. 

Crittenden, now 2-2 on the 
season, will work to regroup as 
the team opens Fifth District play 
Thursday at Livingston Central 
(3-3). 
Rockets beat HCA at home 

Crittenden rebounded from its 
first loss last week with an 8-3 
win Friday over Heritage Chris-
tian Academy on Friday. Keegan 
Pierson led the Rockets’ offense 
with a 2-for-3 performance, scor-
ing twice and hitting a double. 

Jaxton Duncan also doubled, 
drove in a run and scored once. 
Chase Conyer added two RBIs 
on one hit. 

Crittenden took control early 
with a three-run first inning and 
never trailed. Despite recording 
just five hits, the Rockets capital-
ized on walks and aggressive 
base running while limiting HCA 
to four hits. Freshman right-han-
der Drake Young threw an 88-
pitch complete game, striking out 
five, allowing one earned run and 
walking just one. 
CCHS falls to Braves 

Crittenden County dropped a 
12-7 decision to Union County 
on Thursday. Eli Lovell scored 
three runs and tallied two hits, 
while Quinn Summers went 2-
for-4 with two runs and an RBI. 
Chase Conyer also contributed 
at the plate with a hit, a walk, two 
RBIs and a double. The Rockets 
matched Union County in hits 
with eight, but 14 strikeouts and 

four fielding errors proved costly 
for CCHS. 

Crittenden used five pitchers 
in the contest, with Asa McCord 
spending the longest time on the 
mound – three innings. He 
fanned four and walked one. 

 

SOFTBALL 
Elliot Evans and Anna Boone 

had 3 hits apiece as Crittenden 
County romped passed Murray 
16-0 at home Monday, improving 
to 3-1 on the season. 

CCHS smashed 19 hits with 
Andrea Federico, Morgan Piper, 
Elle McDaniel, Brenna Kemmer 
and Georgia Holeman each get-
ting 2 hits. 

Evans pitched all three innings 
of the mercy-rule-shortened 
game, striking out 4, walking 1 

and scattering 3 hits. CCHS will 
be at home Thursday against 
Marshall County. 

 
Lady Rockets roll at Mayfield  

Crittenden exploded for 14 
runs on 12 hits last Thursday to 
defeat Mayfield 14-3 on the road. 
Hannah Jent delivered a 3-for-3 
performance with four RBIs and 
two runs scored. Anna Boone 
was 3-for-4 with three runs 
scored. Andrea Federico also 
chipped in with a 2-for-3 effort, 
driving in two and scoring three 
times, and Elliot Evans had two 
hits, reached base three times 
and crossed the plate on each 
occasion. Morgan Piper and 
Georgia Holeman each added 
an RBI. Crittenden played error-
free defense in the win. Boone, 
Evans and Brodi Rich shared 
time in the circle. Evans struck 
out six in her two innings of work 
but allowed two of Mayfield’s 
runs. 
CCHS shutout at Ballard 

Crittenden County’s offense 
was stifled in a 7-0 loss at Ballard 
Memorial on Friday. The Lady 
Rockets managed just three hits 
and struck out eight times in the 
defeat. Elliot Evans went 2-for-3 
with a stolen base, and Morgan 
Piper recorded the team’s only 
other hit. Ballard took control 
early, scoring in each of the first 
three innings to build a 7-0 lead. 
Ballard got all of its runs in the 
first three innings before Anna 
Boone settled in as a reliever 
and pitched a shutout the rest of 
the way, striking out five.

PHOTO BY AMY JONES

PHOTO BY DAWN SUMMERS 
Rocket Eli Lovell races for 
third during a win last Friday 
at home.

PHOTO BY GRACIE ORR 
CCHS outfielder Hannah Jent 
gets the ball in after a Murray 
hit Monday at Marion.



KY AFIELD 
Kentucky’s spring 

hunting seasons kick off 
with the youth-only 
turkey season April 5-6, 
followed by the general 
season for turkeys April 
12-May 4. Spring squirrel 
season, a popular activity 
for both novice and expe-
rienced hunters, com-
mences May 17 and 
continues for nearly a 
month, concluding June 
15. 

Surveys foreshadow a 
great turkey season 
ahead. 

“During our winter net-
ting and leg banding re-
search, we caught an 
unusually high number 
of jakes, or younger 
birds,” said Zak Danks, 
Wild Turkey Program co-
ordinator for the Ken-
tucky Department of Fish 
and Wildlife Resources. 
“This aligns with the pro-
ductive poult hatch in 
2024, so I expect hunters 
will see more jakes this 
spring.” 

Danks suggests this 
should be an especially 
good season for youth 
and new hunters looking 
to bag a bird for the first 
time. Younger birds are 
easier for hunters to fool 
than older birds that 
have been hunted previ-
ously. 

Hunters would do well 
to have a good turkey call 
and know how to use it. 
The online Learn to Hunt 
Turkey webpage on the 

Kentucky Fish and 
Wildlife website is a great 
place to start for tips and 
resources. 

While most turkeys are 
harvested the opening 
weekend of the spring 
season, hunters should 
remember they still have 
three more weeks to take 
their bird. Weather plays 
an important role. 

“In general, turkey 
hunting is more difficult 
on windy or rainy days, 
although I still hunt 
whenever I can,” Danks 
said. 

No more than two legal 
turkeys may be taken per 
spring season. A legal 
turkey is defined as a 
wild turkey that is male 
or has a visible beard. 
Hunters may only harvest 
one bearded turkey per 
wildlife management area 
(WMA), and no more than 
one bird may be taken 
per day. Turkeys taken 
by youths during the 
youth-only season count 
toward their spring 
turkey bag limit. 

For those without a 
place to hunt, Kentucky 
Fish and Wildlife man-
ages dozens of WMAs 
across the state open to 
the public for hunting. 
Find these online at the 
department’s Wildlife 
Management Area & Pub-
lic Lands Search web-
page. 

Danks recommends 
public lands hunters 
focus on prescribed burn 

sites with the fresh re-
growth favored by 
turkeys. Scouting via an 
interactive topographic 
and aerial photography 
map, like the one avail-
able on the department’s 
Hunting webpage, will 
provide a starting point 
for finding this type of 
land. Hunters can also 
contact a regional US 
Forest Service ranger of-
fice or local Kentucky 
Fish and Wildlife biologist 
in an area they have cho-
sen to hunt to ask about 
potential burn sites. 

Hunters who want to 
stay in the woods after 
turkey season have 
nearly a month in May 
and June for squirrel sea-
son. The department’s 
online Squirrel Hunting 
page provides expert ad-
vice on hunting, process-
ing and cooking squirrels. 

Squirrel hunting is 
ideal for novice hunters 
because it is not as 
equipment-intensive as 
many kinds of hunting. It 
also helps hunters de-
velop their woodsman-
ship skills. 

While the state has 
eastern gray squirrels 
and eastern fox squirrels, 
most hunters are har-
vesting gray squirrels, 
Kentucky Fish and 
Wildlife Small Game Pro-
gram Coordinator Cody 
Rhoden said. 

Gray squirrels are 
widespread and frequent 
wooded areas, while 
forests near agricultural 
fields generally attract 
more fox squirrels. 

“Squirrels will be on the 
move by the time spring 
hunting starts,” Rhoden 
said. “Looking for a food 
source is a good way to 
start scouting. They’re 
not a hibernating species, 
so they’ll be taking ad-
vantage of fresh green 
growth. You might see 
them on the ground fin-
ishing off winter food 
caches or foraging for 
vegetation and fungi.” 

Weather isn’t a huge 
deterrent for squirrels, al-
though they tend to hide 
on windy days. 

“On sunny days, they 
like to lay prone on 
branches to absorb the 
warmth and sunlight,” 
Rhoden added. 

Many hunters use 
shotguns during the 
spring season because of 
the leaves on the trees. 
Kentucky Fish and 
Wildlife’s online Learn to 
Hunt Squirrel page fea-
tures squirrel biology, 
season checklists, hunt-
ing advice as well as 
videos of processing har-
vested game and deciding 
on firearm type. 

Before heading afield, 
view the regulations and 
season dates of each 
game species by consult-
ing Kentucky Fish and 
Wildlife’s online 2025 
Spring Hunting Guide. 
It’s important to note that 
this guide can only be 
found online. 

The Learn to Hunt web-
page is a hub for re-
sources about Kentucky’s 
different game species, 
processing wild game and 
upcoming learning oppor-
tunities with Kentucky 
Fish and Wildlife’s con-
servation educators. 
Check the department’s 
Calendar for hunting 
courses or events. 

More info about hunt-
ing is available on the de-
partment’s website at 
fw.ky.gov. For questions, 
call 1-800-858-1549, 7 
a.m. – 3:30 p.m.  week-
days, excluding holidays.
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Crittenden County Detention Center 
Montly Average 2024 

75.38 
67.69 
21.82 
19.86 

184.75 
195.67 
178.75 

 
 

Montly Average 2024 
$81,220.16 

$116,235.25 
$13,566.71 
$21,399.00 

$1,802.17 
$477.33 

$234,709.79 
 
 

$19,290.67 
602.83 
$32.00 

19.86

Jan. 2025 Avg 
72.1 
65.7 
28.7 
23.5 
190 
199 
186 

 
 

January 2025 
$78,984.90 

$116,166.00 
$11,466.70 
$28,080.00 
$2,560.00 

$720.00 
$237,977.60 

 
 

$31,200.00 
780 

$40.00 
23.5

Feb. 2025 Avg 
74.1 
67.3 
20.6 
24.7 

186.7 
195 
181 

 
 

February 2025 
$73,365.84 

$107,331.00 
$8,147.10 

$17,460.00 
$2,880.00 

$840.00 
$210,023.94 

 
 

$27,640.00 
691 

$40.00 
24.7

JAIL CENSUS  
State Inmates 
Federal Inmates 
Other County Inmates 
Critenden County Inmates 
  TOTAL INMATES 
Highest Daily Count 
Lowest Daily Count    

Last Month  REVENUE 
State Housing Payments 
Federal Housing Payments 
Federal Transport Payments 
Lyon Co. Housing Payments 
Other County Housing Payments 
Weekend/Work Release 

TOTAL HOUSING 

Last Month   ANALYSIS 
Cost of Crittenden Inmates 
Numbers of Co. Housing Days 
County Daily Housing Rate 
Avg Daily Population Co. Inmates

DETENTION  
CENTER REPORT 
March  20, 2025   
The Crittenden County 
Detention Center report 
is provided monthly to 
magistrates during Crit-
tenden County Fiscal 
Court meetings. The in-
mate count is an aver-
age for last month. 
 • Federal Inmates $57 Per diem 
 • State Inmates $35.34 Per diem 

• Lyon County Inmates $36.00 
• Other County Inmates $40.00 

 
DECEMBER 
Total Receipts    $265,448.93 
Disbursements $303,844.54 

Beyond the physical benefits 
of a clean and organized home, 
spring cleaning can offer men-
tal health advantages. Clutter 
can contribute to feelings of 
anxiety, overwhelm, and even 
depression, while a tidy space 
can promote mental clarity and 
a sense of calm. 

To maximize the benefits of 
spring cleaning, consider the 
following strategies: 

•Prioritize tasks: Begin with 
smaller, manageable tasks to 
avoid feeling overwhelmed. 
This could involve decluttering 
a drawer, organizing a book-
shelf, or washing windows. 

•Focus on one 
room at a time: In-
stead of getting 
bogged down, 
concentrate on 
one area at a time. 
This can help pre-
vent burnout and 
provide a sense of 
accomplishment 
as you complete 
each space. 

•Use a timer: Set time limits 
to maintain focus and prevent 
procrastination. This can also 
help you break down larger 
tasks into smaller, more man-
ageable chunks. 

•Spread out the cleaning: 
Don't try to do everything at 
once. Spread out the cleaning 
process over several days or 
weeks to avoid feeling over-
whelmed and to allow for rest 
and recovery. 

•Ask for help: Don't hesitate 
to ask friends or family for 
help, especially with heavy or 
time-consuming tasks. This 
can make the process more en-
joyable and efficient. 

•Mindful cleaning: Practice 
mindfulness while cleaning by 
focusing on the present mo-
ment and the sensations of 
your body. This can help re-

duce stress and promote relax-
ation. 

•Celebrate your progress: Ac-
knowledge and reward yourself 
for your accomplishments 
along the way. This can help 
boost your motivation and 
maintain a positive outlook. 

•By incorporating these ap-
proaches, spring cleaning can 
become a refreshing and calm-
ing experience. Remember, the 
goal is not just to clean your 
space but also to improve your 
mental well-being. 

To assist with your spring 
cleaning Crittenden Family 
and Consumer Sciences is of-

fering two sessions to learn the 
healthiest way to clean.   “Take 
a Load off”, offered on March 
20th at 7pm or March 29th at 
9am will teach the most effi-
cient laundry practices to care 
for your clothes and appli-
ances.    “Green Clean” is an-
other spring cleaning program 
that will be offered on March 
26th at 2pm and March 29th 
at 10:30am.   Green Clean will 
teach how to prepare green 
cleaning recipes for a healthy 
home. 

Call Extension at 270-965-
5236 to register or for more in-
formation. 

Rebecca  
WOODALL 
EXTENSION AGENT 
FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCE 
 

Spring cleaning starts with manageable tasks

CRITTENDEN  
Harvest Figures 
Year           Harvest 
2000              351 
2001              394 
2002              544 
2003              424 
2004              505 
2005              517 
2006              511 
2007              412 
2008              503 
2009              487 
2010              513 
2011              519 
2012              566 
2013              525 
2014              396 
2015              390 
2016              375 
2017              374 
2018              288 
2019              344 
2020              341 
2021              397 
2022              307 
2023              413 
2024              357 

LIVINGSTON  
Harvest Figures 
Year           Harvest 
2000              197 
2001              221 
2002              348 
2003              328 
2004              332 
2005              357 
2006              410 
2007              325 
2008              390 
2009              341 
2010              401 
2011              329 
2012              384 
2013              367 
2014              313 
2015              266 
2016              305 
2017              296 
2018              226 
2019              239 
2020              233 
2021              261 
2022              267 
2023              341 
2024              300

T 
U 
R 
K 
E 
Y 
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Wild turkeys are up; 
youth get to go first

Youth hunters will be afield this weekend for a two-day 
early gobbler season. Toms have been vocal off the 
roost for the last week or two.

Kentucky State Police 
are urging young Ken-
tuckians to apply for the 
second annual Youth 
Academy Program, 
scheduled for July 21–
25 at Trooper Island 
Camp on Dale Hollow 
Lake. 

The free, weeklong 
camp is open to teens 
ages 16-17 and aims to 
introduce participants to 

law enforcement princi-
ples while promoting 
leadership and physical 
fitness. Activities will in-
clude training in foren-
sics, crime scene 
analysis, commercial ve-
hicle enforcement and 
team-building exercises. 

Applications are due 
by June 10 and are 
available on the KSP 
website.

KSP offers free Youth Academy



LIBRARY 
Continued from page 1 

novels. Her works in-
clude the Southern 
Breeze series, Carolina 
Dream (2017), Carolina 
Mercy (2018) and Car-
olina Grace  (2019). She 
also authored a RenoVa-
tions  series, which fea-
tures Heart Restoration 
(2020) and Rebuilding 
Joy  (2021). Her latest 
novel, Window of Peace, 
is a historical romance 
within the multi-author 
Stained Glass Legacy se-
ries. She is currently 
working on another book 

in the RenoVations, Re-
framing Trust, which will 
be available this year. 

Most of her books are 
contemporary romance, 
with a few side-trips into 
history and suspense.  

Beyond her literary ac-
complishments, Merrick 
is deeply rooted in her 
personal and community 
life. She has been mar-
ried for over 35 years and 
is the mother of two 
grown daughters. Soon, 
she will also be embrac-
ing a new role – grand-
mother. Her passion for 
music is another facet of 
her life, as she actively 

serves as a church musi-
cian. 

Merrick’s return to 
CCPL has been met with 
excitement, and she is al-
ready putting plans into 
motion. One of her first 
priorities is working with 
returning children’s li-
brarian Abby Tinsley to 
prepare for the Summer 
Reading Program.  

“She’s already started 
working on getting ready 
for summer reading, 
which she says will be 
bigger and better than 
ever this year. 

Another success in 
Merrick’s return to the li-

brary was a well-at-
tended Trivia Night a 
couple of weeks ago. 

“It was a full house of 
adults and teenagers 
playing trivia, talking 
trash and having fun,” 
Merrick said.  

Looking ahead, Merrick 
is eager to enhance 
CCPL’s programming and 
continue strengthening 
its role as a community 
hub. 

Vietnam War veteran 
J.T. Travis, who served 
two tours in the U.S. Ma-
rine Corps, will be among 
the featured speakers 
during a ceremony Sat-
urday, March 29, honor-
ing those who served 
during the Vietnam War 
era. 

The event, hosted by 
the Fredonia Valley Her-
itage Society and Fredo-
nia American Legion Post 
103, will begin at 1 p.m. 
at the Fredonia Valley 
Veterans Memorial. It co-
incides with National 
Vietnam War Veterans 
Day — designated by fed-
eral law to be observed 
each year on March 29. 

The public is invited to 
attend. All Vietnam War 
veterans in attendance 
will be recognized and 
presented with a com-
memorative challenge 
coin. Guests are encour-
aged to bring lawn 
chairs. A flyover by an Air 
Evac helicopter is also 
planned, and gifts will be 
given away through a 
drawing, including an 
engraved brick to be 
placed at the memorial 
and a copy of Veterans of 
the Fredonia Valley. 

National Vietnam War 
Veterans Day marks the 
March 29, 1973, dises-
tablishment of the U.S. 
Military Assistance Com-
mand, Vietnam, and the 

departure of the last U.S. 
combat troops. Around 
that same time, Hanoi re-
leased the final group of 
its acknowledged Ameri-
can prisoners of war. 

The United States of 
America Vietnam War 
Commemoration honors 
all veterans who served 
on active duty from Nov. 
1, 1955, to May 15, 1975 
— whether in-country, 
in-theater, or stationed 
elsewhere — as well as 
their families. The De-
partment of Veterans Af-

fairs estimates between 
six and seven million 
U.S. Vietnam veterans 
are living today, along 
with millions of their 
family members. 

Challenge coins and 
engraved bricks will be 
available for purchase at 
the event. Each $25 coin 
sold helps provide a free 
coin to a veteran. Bricks 
are $50. 

Organizers encourage 
all Americans to thank 
Vietnam veterans for 
their service and sacri-

fice. 
“You answered the call 

of duty with bravery and 
selflessness, and we will 
never forget all you’ve 
done to keep us safe and 
free,” organizers stated. 
“On behalf of a grateful 
nation, thank you — 
from the bottom of our 
hearts.” 

According to the latest 
Census figures, therea e 
274 Vietnam veterans liv-
ing in Caldwell County, 
214 in Crittenden and 
over 75,000 in Kentucky.
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Vietnam veteran J.T. Travis, shown in this Press file photo, will be keynote speaker 
at Saturday’s National Vietnam War Veterans Day celebration in Fredonia.

Fredonia to celebrate Vietnam veterans 

City of Marion recognized several employees last week with Service Awards, highlighting their years of em-
ployment with the city. Pictured are (from left) Ronald “Red” Howton, 40 years as fire chief and more than 50 
years with the fire department; Garry Gerard, 20 years in the maintenance department; Tony Jackson, 10 
years in the maintenance department; Greg Tabor, 20 years in maintenance and wastewater treatment; Michele 
Edwards, 20 years as tourism director; Police Chief Bobby West, 20 years with the police department; City 
Treasurer Layten Croft, 10 years; Mayor D’Anna Browning; Jeff Black, 15 years at drinking water treatment 
plant; and Thomas Mason, 10 years at water treatment. Award terms do not reflect actual time of employment 
because some job anniversaries actually occurred in previous years.

As of the first of this 
month, the price of The 
Crittenden Press news-
paper increased to $2 per 
issue. All electronic sub-
scription rates have now 
been updated to reflect a 
price increase, but by a 
lower percentage than 
the single-copy rate. 

We truly regret having 
to raise our prices, but in 
today’s economic climate 
– faced with ongoing in-
flation, particularly ris-
ing postage, newsprint 
and insurance costs – 
this adjustment is neces-
sary in order to continue 
publishing the paper you 
count on each week. 

It is worth noting that 
this is our first signifi-
cant across-the-board 
increase in many years, 
and the first single-copy 
price increase in more 
than 20 years. 

For those looking for 
the most economical way 
to stay informed, our 
email edition remains the 
best value. It is delivered 
straight to your inbox 
every Wednesday around 
noon with a convenient 
link to the full newspa-

per. It may not feel the 
same, but it looks just 
like our traditional ver-
sion. 

Access to our website, 
The-Press.com, remains 
free for breaking news, 
sports and other commu-
nity information, such as 
election results, court 
news and more. 

If you would like to 
switch your subscription 
type or have any ques-
tions about the new 
rates, please call our of-
fice at 270-965-3191 
during regular business 
hours or email us at the-
press@the-press.com. 

Thank you for your 
continued support and 
understanding. As one of 
the very last family-
owned newspapers in all 
of western Kentucky, we 
remain devoted to this 
community and enjoy 
bringing you news, 
sports and information – 
and perhaps as impor-
tantly, chronicling for 
posterity. Our mission 
includes writing an accu-
rate history of our 
county.

Electronic subscribers 
see price adjustment 
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also authored a RenoVa-
tions  series, which fea-
tures Heart Restoration 
(2020) and Rebuilding 
Joy  (2021). Her latest 
novel, Window of Peace, 
is a historical romance 
within the multi-author 
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framing Trust, which will 
be available this year. 
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Merrick’s return to 
CCPL has been met with 
excitement, and she is al-
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